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,FAIR ,UNEXPOSED . 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN).PHYSICALAPPEARANCE 

Kalaupapa, as a general ized Hatrziian p lace  name, includes the  peninsqla ;  
t h e  c l i f f s  which sepa ra t e  the  peninsula  from t h e  r e s t  of Molokai I s l and ;  
t h e  va l l eys  and gulches which open o n t o  t h e  peninsula;  the  shelf l and  of I 
Nihoa t o  t h e  west reached by f o o t  a l o n e  a r o c e  narrow beach; and t h e  major 

I

vslley of Waikolu t o  the  e a s t , .  which is t h e  water  source f o r  t h e  peninsula  
and which is phys ica l ly  and h i s t o r i c a l l y  l inked t o  t h e  se t t lements  on 
t h e  peninsula.  Waikolu (which means " three  watersIf i n  Hawaiian) is an 
ahupuaTa, an anc ien t  Hawaiian p o l i t i c a l  land d i v i s i o n  -- not a measure of! 
area -- s t i l l  recognized i n  land d e s c r i p t i o n s  today. The peninsula itself 
.contains t h r e e  ahu$a a : Kalawao (which means "announce mountain a r e a  ") 
on its e a s t e r n  side and including cliff area ;  Makanalua ("double gif t11)  
i n  t h e  middle and running from t h e  t o p  of t h e  c l i f f s  t o  fie sea i n  t y p i c a l  
ahu~ua'a manner; and Kalaupapa ( " f l a t  p l a i n f f )  on t h e  western side. 
' m firmly s e t t t )  is i so la t ed  like the peninsula by cliffs from t o p s i d e  
Molokai and w a s  apparent ly i n  a n c i e n t  tims a semi-independent p o l i t i - & l  
en t i ty  of lesser magnitude than an  ahupua 'a. This small she l f  was probably 
attached f o r  p o l i t i c a l  purposes t o  &e chief  who ran t h e  Kalaupapa ahupua 'a. 
Waikolu Valley, t h e  peninsula and its val leys ,  and Nihoa are accessible 
t o  each o the r  by foo t .  Together t h e y  are cut off by the  c l i f f s  behind them 
from t h e  major po r t ion  of the i s l and  of Molokai. Kaluapapa Peninsula! 
lithe whole bear ing  $0 the cliff t h a t  overhangs it somewhat the same 
relationwhip - a s  a bracket t o  a wall. 8 t  (Stevenson 1890) [see Photos 1,2,3] 

.. .r 

Kalaupap, as a general ized piace name, has land access of a s o r t  t o  t o p s i d e  
Molokai v i a  a steep, mul t i -swi tchback t r a i l  that e n t e r s  t h e  peninsula  
between Kalaupapa Sett lement and t h e  rocky beach t h a t  leads t o  Nihoa. Late in -
t he  l epe r  per iod  it was shortened a n d  thus  steepened and is i n  use today. 
A dai ly  mule t r a i n  t r eads  it f o r  ' t o u r i s t s .  [photo 43 An a i r s t r i p  serves 
Kalaupapa w i t h  twin-engine,. f l ag - s top  a i r  taxis da i ly ,  de l iver ing  f r e s h  
bread, milk and produce from Honolulu and by-use-only  t o u r i s t s  from all 
i s land.a i r p o r t s .  [photo 51 There is a barge landing -- used twlce 
yearly -- f o r  f r e i g h t  a t  Kalapapa S e t t l e n e n t ,  i n  waters i n  t h e  lee of the  
t rade  winds. [photo 61 There is a n  abandoned landing near Kal-awao 
Settlement [photo 7 1  a l s o  noq abandoned, on t h e  t r a d e  wind. s i d e  -- it w a s  
used usual ly  when t h e  t r ade  w i n d s  were not  blowing, but  sometimes when 
they were. 

The ahuuua r-aof Waikolu, t h e  valley, coriL3ins about  3,362 ricracs (1,360 
hec ta res ) ;he  ahunua f a  of Kzlawao -- 1,380 acres (802 hcc-bar-c:;) ; 
Makanalw. -- 1 , ' w s  (771 hec ta res ] ;  Kalaupapa -- 1,251 acres (506 
hectares) ;  and Nihoa -- 97 acres  (39 hec ta res ) .  A l l  a reas  include cl iffsides.  
A l l  but  Nj-hoa form t h e  modern ('unorga.nized) County of Kalawao, run by t h e  
Gpartment of H h l t h ,  S t a t e  of Hawaii, as a leprosarium. The Board of 
Health of t h e  ~ ' i n ~ d o mof Hawaii ran t h e  peninsula and val ley  i n  :: 
h i s t o r i c  times. Nihoa is unoccupied and is p a r t  of Maui Courrt,y. The l e p e r  
colony, al.1 now centered a-t Kalaupapa Sett lement,  has a popula t ion  of about  
'200 pa t i en t s  and s t a f f .  There are a l s o  i s lands  offshore  of Wailtolu Valley. 

[photo lor) Is land area is 20 acres ( 8  hec ta res ) .  A l l  of the  larid above is 
owned by t h e  S t a t e  of Hawaii, with a b o u t  1,000 a c r e s  of t h e  land i n  t h a t  
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spec ia l  category known as Hawaiian Homes Lands. The Department of Hehlth . .' 

management includes the  Hawaiian Homes Lands. N i h c a ,  with in  plain.  s i g h t  from 
it h e  Kalauppa Settlement l i e s  outside its ju r i sd i c t  ion. , 1 

There follows ,a discussion of :the geology of Kalaupapa,. i ts  native vegetat ion 
with checklist ,  and .ofKauhako'. c r a t e r  lake; a discussion of Kalaupapa 's 
prehis tor ic  and  h i s t o r i c  archeology; and .a discuss ion of t h e  h i s t o r i c  
s t ruc tures  and buildings." The natura l  his tory sec t ions  come from a p r e l i i b a r y  
d r a f t  of a March 1975 proposal f o r  a s t a t e  natural  a rea  t o  include.port ' iom of** 
. the ~ a h w a o  and Makanalua- ahupua a. .The proposal was prepared by .t h e  Natpral -' 

.Area ~es ' enre  Systems Commission of t he  Depargment of Land and Natural Resources 
S t a t e  of Hawaii. The commission s a c t i n g  c h a i k n  is John A .  Maciolek; a ' 

zoo1ogi~ t ,  and leader, Hawaiian Cooperative Fishery Research Unit, U. S ;  Fish 
and X l d l i f e  Senrice,  U.S .DoI., and an a s s i s t a n t  professor,  University ; 
of Hawaii. .Thearcheology sec t ion  was prepared by lkhmd 3. Ladd, p a c i f i c  
Archeologist, National Park Service, u.s.'D. I. Portions of the buildings and . . 
h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  discussion were prepared f& use by t h e  S t a t e  Historic.  
Preservation Off icer  by Gavan Daas' ( see  Bibliography, item 9), then the., 
h i s to r ian  o h  the State His to r ic  Places Review Board and formerly on the .  
histcny f acu l ty  .of the University of H a w a i i .  The quoted a r c h i t e c t u r a l  details'' 

were. described under contract  t o  t h e  S t a t e  H i s t ~ i ? i c  Preservation o f f i c e r  by 
the  Bernice P.. Bishop lhseun -- John Wright, s t a f f  h i s to r i an .  

'. I. 

KaLaupapa Peninsula 'is a small sh ie ld  volcano, hO5.feet i n  elevation and about ' 
two miles across  a t  its southern base. This peninsula has unusual and 
s ign i f i can t  n a t u r a l  features  consist ing of volcanic formations , nat ive 
vegetation and invertebrate fauna, and one of the  fou r  na tu ra l  lakes of Hawaii. 

-I Geology and Lava Caves, 

The Kalaupapa s h i e l d  is the  most recent  ,evidence of volcanism of Molokai, 
p&sumbly occurring i n  t h e  l a t e  Pleistocene and long af ter  formation of the 
notable Molokai sea c l i f f s  .. Its pahoehoe basa l t  contains unusually la rge  
c rys ta l s  of o l iv ine ,  fe ldspar  and augi te .  Kauhako Crater indents the center 
of t h e  shield.  Parts of t h e  c r a t e r  rim display a she i ly  pahoehoe s t ruc tu re  
charac ter i s t ic  of numerous overflows from d lava lake that veneered t he  
summit with t h i n  layers of highly f lu id ,  gaseous lava -- much the  same a s  is 
occurring now at &UM Ulu i n  Hawaii Volcanoes National 'park. The Kauhako . 

Trench leads nor th  out of . t h e  c r a t e r  f o r  about one mile. In  some places the 
trench is 100 f e e t  deep and i n  others it is roofed over. Possibly,,&twas 
once a very l a r g e  lava tube. Several h i l l s  created bg overflows r'rom t h i s  
channel extend ' seaward. 

Xost of the near ly  20 caves [see Photo 8. f o r  one] surveyed are remnants of 
l a r g e r  caves plugged by s i l t a t i o n ,  breakdoi~n, o r  su'osequen-t lava flow. Most 
o f  these caves a re  par t s  of t h r ee  lava tube systems. The largest is the main 
lam trench which drained t h e  c ra te r .  Two sepma-to r.mnl:l.er :;ystems distribu-tcd 
cjr carried lava down the east s lope of t h o  shield .  O tha r  t>:tvcs probably exist 
because pahoehoe characterisi;ically f oms roofed-over channels as it flows. 
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Such caves await discovery,  but some-- caves may not have drained, a r e  t o o  small, 

or'  otherwise a r e  not a v a i l a b l e  f o r  man t o  enter .  . A l a rge  lava tube e n t e r s  t ~ e - 

sea on the  eas t  coast ,  north of Kalauao. Noddy t e r n s  en t e r  and leave t h i s  cave 

between incoming waves t o  nes t  on ledges i n s ide  above t h e  water l i ne .  -


The cave survey is f a r  from complete. No arthropod is y e t  known t o  be endemic 

t o  t h e  caves a t  ~ a l a u p a p a ,  although one species ,  a b l b d  isopod, my be. 

There is  good p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t he  existence of unique cave animals. Grazing and 

browsing pressure by domestic Hnd f era1  animals over much of the  peninsula has 

caused. the nat ive  fauna t o  r e t r e a t  i n  range wi th  t h e  small remnant s tands  of. 

na t ive . f lo ra .  With regrowth of the ~ a t i v evegeta t ion  a f t e r  removal of graz5ng 

'pressure and management, s w v i v i n g  fauna . should expand. 

Native Vegetation. 

Three d i kt i n c t  vege ta t iona l  communities with na t ive  elements occur 
' 


on ~ a l a u ~ a p a  Peninsula. Although the vegeta t ional  survey is incomplete, t h e  -.. 

most obvious na t ive  spec ies  have been recorded and a r e  entered on t he  check l i s t .  


F i r s t  of--these, t h e  Beach Strand Comnit-y, contains five o r  more na t ive  
p l a n t  species. It is l e a s t  disturbed by v i r t u e  of the  harsh c o ~ d i t i o n s  t h a t  I 
preva i l  along t h e  rocky, sprzy-swept winciward shorel ine ,  and the  hardiness of 

' 

adapted s-~ecies.  Nexrt, o n  the  slopes of- the s h i e l d  eastward froin the t rench- . 

l i ne ,  t he  Coastal Strand Con-nunity. a l s o  cons i s t s  of a t  l e a s t  f i v e  .na t ive  
Among them, akia  and i l ima a r e  r a r e  p ros t r a t e  ecotypes t h a t  have thusf  a r  
withstood severe grazing pressure.  . 1 . .  

The most s ign i f i can t  vegeta t ional  feature  is t h e  Summer- Deciduo~s -Forest 

Community within Kauhako Crater.  p h o t o  9 1  Represented the re  a r e  mze than 

20 species of  t r e e s  and shrubs plus several  t r e e s  introdticed by t h e  

ear ly  Hawaiians. This is t h e  only rerraining windward coast  commnity or' its 

type -known i n  t he  S t a t e .  although decimated k y  doxes t ic  and feral '  animal' 

grazing, i t  r e t a i n s  a r e l a t i v e l y  high na tu ra l  value worthy of protect ion and 

possible res to ra t iona l  expansion. -


Checklist of Hawaiian Vegetation on Kalaupapa Peninsula 

( ~ a t i v e  Species Bcept  P = Polynesian ~ n t r d d u c t i o n )  


Euphorbia degeneri ( altoko) Spurge Family 

He1iotro~iu.mancin~alum( h inahina -kahakai) 14eliotrone Famil-v 


~~ -. 

Ipornea b ra s i l i ens i s  ( pohuei~ue) Morning-glory Fami1.y 

Jacquemonti-a sandwicensis (pa 'u-o-hi i 'aka) Morning-glory Fanlily 

Soievola taccada ( naupalca ) Naupaka Family 
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Fimbris tyl is  of hawaiiens is Sedge Family 

Ly-cJ-~ufisandwicense ( ohelo ka i )  Nightshade Family 

Portulaca l u t ea  ( i h i )  P&slane Family 

Sida SD. ( l i l ima) Hibiscus Family
- A 

~iks t roemiasp. (akia) A k i s  Famiiy 

SUMHER-DECIDTIDUS DRY-FoxEST COMMUN,nPP ( ~ a u h a k ocrater) 

TREES 


Diospyros f er rea  (lama) Ebow Family 

Fryt,hrina t ah i t ens is (wi l iwi l i )  Pea Family 

Pleomele L=Dr;icaenaI aurea (halapepe) Lily Family 


I Rqynoldsia s a n d n i c e n s ~ ~ o h e e ~ l u a  e o) .Panax Family
I 

P 	 ~ l e u r i t e ;moluccana (kukui) S~urereFamily 

Artocarms- - -.- a l t i l i s- - - ( ;'ulu)&<be- ~ a m i ~  
. I 

~ r o u s s o $ e t i apawifex-(wauke) ~LlberryFamily 
P Hibiscus t i l i acells (had Hibiscus Family 

i P 6 r i n d a  c i t r i f  o l i a  - (noni) Coffee Famil; 
P Themesi a  ~ o m l n e a  (milo) ibiscus F a m i l y  

' SHRUBS 

Family 

. .  Canthium odoratum (alahele) Coffee Family 


Cocculus f errandiamu (huehcu) Noonseed Family - * '  
' 

Cuscuta sanclwichiana (kaufia oa ) lulorning-glorg Family 

Euphorbia ce las  t r o ide s  ( lakoko) Spurge Family 


. Lipocha'eta sp. ( n e h e r ~ u n f l o w e r  Fqmily 

Nototrichium sandwicense (kulu i )  Amaranth Family
I 

bsteorneles an thy l l i d i f  o l i a  ( l u l e i )  Rose ~ a r n i l ~  

Peperonlia ( lala ta la -wzi~nui )  Pepper Family 

Phyllanthus sp. ( akoko) spurge Family 


. 	Plectrantnus parvif  &orus ( a l a  ala-wai-nui-pohim-wahine ) Mint Family 
Plumbago zeylandica ( i l i e t e )  Naupaka Family 
Scaevola taccada ((naupaka) Naupaka Family 
-Sida s p.'( ' i l ima) Hibiscus Family 

Tephros i a  purpurea ( aIihuhu) Pea Family


I 
klikstroemia sp. (akia) Akia Family I 

.I 

'' 

Asplenium nidua ( Iekaha; bird's nes t  f e r n )  Spleenwort Family 
Doryopteris sp. ( iwa-'in) Maidenhair Family I 

G P O  9 2 1 . 7 2 4  
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Kauhako Crater  L k e .  r ~ h o t o91 

The most s t r i k i n g  single ~ a t u r a l  f e a t u r e  of Kalaupapa Peninsula is the 

small body of w a t e r a t  t h e  bottop of Xauhako Crater. Craters, l a rge  and 

small, abound i n  H a w a i i  but on1y.a very few contain perennia l  water. " A t  

first glance, ' Xauhako I s  wa te r  might be dismissed a s  a simple pond o r  pool. 

It is less than one acre i n  surface area and has a nnr rb  greenish t o  

yellowish brown color. h t  its remarkable. depth, 815 feet, was unknown 

u n t i l  recent  years. Such depth, e spec ia l ly  f o r  a water  s o  small i n  surface
.. .: A 


, ..area,  resfits i n  morphological and chemical features  t h a t  qua l i fy  Kauhako as 

one of t h e  most unusual l akes  i n  t h e  world, . I . 


.-
Lake Kauhako -ist he  c r a t e r  of Uao, whose extrusions fomed Kalaupapa Peninsula., 

Its surface is a t  sea level; the n e a r e s t  coast l ine is one m i l e  d i s t a n t ,  

Lake water apparently de r ives  from the marine water t a b l e  t h a t  permeates .. 

-

the  peninsula. It is s a l i n e  like the ocean except for t he  t op  f e w  feet which 

a r e  s l i g h t l y  P i lu ted  with freshwater from ra ins  and seepages. The watermass 

is s t rongly  s t r a t i f i e d  because wind, the predominant mixing f o r c e  i n  most 

lakes, is inef fec t ive  a t  the water I s  surface hO0 feet  below t h e  crater rim. 

One consequence of pennanent s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  .istha t  the l ake  is anaerobic 

below a depth of about 12 f e e t  because sinking d e t r i t a l  organic matter has 

used up free.oxygec during its deconposition. 


Although anaerobic &crooganisns are the only crea tures  i n  the depths of 

Lake Kauhako, l i f e  f1ourisi:es i n  t h e  aerated uppermost layer.  The color and 

t u rb id i t y  apparent a t  the surface r e s u l t  from an abundance of un ice l lu la r  

phytoplankton ---diatom, d inof lage l l a tes,and other  algae -- upon which 

minute zooplankton feeds. Host  obvious p lan t  growths around t h e  l ake  margin 

are smal l  beds OFthe pond-~eed,Ruppia, crus t s  formed by the filamentous 

blue-green alga,  S'chizothrix, and-smal l  Irbubblesl1 of t h e  green alga,  Valonia. 

The fauna of t h i s  productive l aye r  is dominated by two na t ive  shrimps and a 

few l e s s e r  invertebrates . very abundant . is the eur-yhaline opa ehuna 

(.Palaernon d e b i l i s ) ,  a shrimp found elsewhere i n  Hawaiian shore l ine  pools 

and es tuar ies .  a c h  l e s s  common and nore  unusual is t h e  t i n y  red shrimp, 

opaeula .(Halocaridina rubra), an endemic whose h a b i t a t  is r e s t r i c t e d  t o  

ce r t a in  brackish pools i n  recent lava flows. While the species  of plants  and 
I 
animals. thus fa r  iden t i f i ed  from Lake Xauhako a r e  d i s t i n c t l y  Hawaiian but  not 1 

unique t o  t h e  location, t h e  co i~ iun i ty  s t r u c t u r e  is d i f f e r e n t  from any found 

elsewhere i n  the State.  k s c i e n t i f i c  repor t  on ihe limnology of f k e  Kauhako 

is i n  preparation. I 


The e n t i r e  Kalaupapa Peninsula - from the 1x0d h  of Waikolu Valley on the  

eas t ,  to 'Kahiu point on the north (near t h e  Coast Guard l ighthouse) and t o  

the smal l  i so l a t ed  ruins of Nihoa ( l abe l ed  Kaluanui on USGS maps) is a 

document of man's effects  and adaptions t o  and on this  i so la ted ,  seemingly 

inhospitable and harsh land from pro-contact times to t h e  present .  
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Xcologically, a r ~ h e o l o ~ i c a l l y  o r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e  s t o r y  of t h i s  land :cannot . 


be to rn  asunder - separated and com~artmentalized'- t h e  s t o r g  of t h e  

people -- pre-contact, l epe r ,  t o  modern Hawaii -- is t o l d  i n  the. land. 


The land, formed from t h e  firer b i t  of Kauhako Crater  below t h e  verdaht c l i f fs  

of ."top side k o k a i , l r  is l i k e  an appendage - a n  after- thought of na tu re  -

Yadam Pele. . Its highes t  . e lemt ion  is hC5; f e e t  above sea level. '  The tradewind 

constantly whip t h e  eas te rn  shore i n  summer and t h e  west shore  during winter .  

There ,are  occasionally 'Xona wicdsfl from the l e e  s ide  of the island, when, ;. . 

'as one .resident phrased it, ''.it1s jtlst l i k e  a duck pond. 0therwise t h e  

I 


winds a re  hot and dry - a most unlikely p lace  t o  .plant o r  grow anything - and 

y e t ,  the  landscape is dot ted  with  evidences of these  and o the r  a c t i v i t i e s  

of the fomer residents. 
 I 

. .For t h e  purpose of t h i s  survey, . t h e  e n t i r e  peninsula is considered a 1-
s i n g l e  sits. ~tis sub-divided i n t o  four major ahupua la, l and  divis ions ,  ' 

including the  Waikolu Valley, Kalawao, l?kkaralua and Kalaupapa land. sec t ions ,  

the l a tbez  t h r ee  being div i s ions  on t h e  peninsula. The stone s t ruc tu res  

and features  s ca t t e r ed  over t h e  l andsape  represent  occupational pkriods 

from t h e  pre-his tor ic  (before  1778-79) t o  and through the early h i s t o r i c  

period (1800 - present) .  The leper period (1866) begins the l a t e  h i s t o r i c  

t o  modern period. These r e l a t i v e  age levels are true only f o r  .%he 

Kalaupapa Peninsula. They m ~ s tnot be constmed as absolute ,  except f o r  the  

late h i s to r i c  and modern periods, whe m i t t e n  documents are ava i l ab le  

f o r  reference . 

Archeological .arid h i s t o r i c a l  .surveys and base maps for t h e  e n t i r e  region of 

Kalaupapa Peninsula and Waikolu Valley a r e  incomplete, inadequate o r  

con-existent. Ca'therine C; Summers, i n  h e r  s i t e  s u v e y  'of :!iblolcai (1971),
' 

compiled a l l  t h e  ava i l ab le  sources - the bibl iographic  ~cferencesl isted a r e  

taken from Summers ' repor t .  There are l i s t e d  a t o t a l  of 20 sites f o r  

Kalzupapa Peninsula of which 16 are rel igious s i t e s  ( I 1  heiax, ko'a 

and 1p i k o  s i t e  where umbilical cords were deposited),  t ~ o  one
cave sites, 

holua s l i d e  and one v i l l a g e  complex. (TABLE I) 


Ahupua 'a Heiau. -Cave Other Tota4 
I 
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. .1 The sites recognized in 'previous work are inportant ,  but they represdnt  on ly  
hailf t he  p i c tu re  from one cul tura l  level - t h e  p r e ~ c o n t a c tper iod.  Except for 

, 

I the two caves, other  habitation, s h e l t e r ,  camp o r  a r i c u l t u r a l  sites are 
not listed. In a b r i e f  on-site survey of two days fAug. 4-5, 1975]rnarly1 stone s t ruc tu re s  and features-associated w i t h  o the r  than re l ig ious  fundions 

E N T R Y  NUMBER 1 D A T E  

were noted. From Kahiu point  'south t he re  a r e  a t  least  three  major house site5 

including what t h e  Bishop. Ymseum i den t i f i ed '  as l'cznoe sheds, I t  d'ozens of 
C-shaped s h e l t e r s '  t h a t  a r e  probably p r e h i s t o r i c  and late h i s t o r i c  in age and 
nmerbus a g r i c u l t u r a l  walls and enclosures. In and near the  main l e p e r  
'settlement are l?culeanalf walls, house sites, pre- leper  grave sites and taro 
growing a reas  (dry land t a ro ) .  Individually,  these s t ruc tures  are un-impressj 
and most do not  have ttexcavation po t en t i a l s ,  but they a r e  non-portable f i e l d  
a r t i f a c t s  t h a t  when identif ied,  recorded, mapped and studied, w i l l  provide.. 
insights i n t o  t h e  t o t a l  land use pa t te rns ,  funct ions  and adaptions by t h e  
indigenous people t o  what appears 30 be a harsh  and inhospitable environment. 

C'  / The following 20 s i tes  a r e  l i s t e d  f o r  Kalaupapa Peninsula. The Bishop Museum' 
s w e y  team, 'under t h e  State-wide Inventory of His to r ic  Places, were a b l e  t o  
identify and l oca t e  only four  sites i n  1974. These have been nowinated t o  the 
S b t e  Register .  The other s i t e s ,  according t o  l o c a l  residents ,  have been/ destroyed by the S t a t e  i n  t h e i r  'Range Improvemdnt Programv evidence of which 

I 
i can be seen in t h e  l a r g e  s tone  p i l e s  behind Kalaupapa v i l l age  and on the w e s t  
I and. south s ides  of Kauhako Crater. (TABLE 11)
I 

TABLE XI 

1 307 Kuka iwa'a heiau wa iko lu  
I 

S i t e  No. Name Status State Regis ter  
- .  

Ahupua a 

j 286 'Ahina heiau 
I 

. 

I 

I 287 
Kalaehala heiau 

Wa ikolu  I 
Kalaxao Destroyed 

i 288 
Kola @ Whialua Kalawao Mot Loc. 

Kawaha Ial ihi  heiau Kalawao Not LOC. I 
Ananaluawahh e  Cave 

r?hoto 87 

/ 291 KO 'a @ Kaupikiawa 

i 
4 

1 312* Kaupikiawa Cave 

Kalawao No1n5.n. ~ e s e ~ v e / l o c a l  

Kalawa o Destroyed 

Kalatmo Nomin . Reserve/loca 1 

1
I 292 

Kapua heiau Makanal u a  Not T.,oc. 
1 293 Holw s l i d e  1 h k a n a I ~ a  Destroyed. I 
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29h Heiau (no name) Makanalua . Not .:lot. 

t 

Xalawao - Maui 

295 Heiau (no nam)  . . Makanalua . Destroyed: 

-. 
Makanalua Not loc .  

298 Ko'a @ Kalaea Makanalua Nomh, ' Reserve/local I 
Kuahu heiau Kalaupapa Destroyed 

300 Ka lahemo heiau Kalaupapa ' ' Destroyed 

Heiau (no name) 
- .

Xalaupapa No record 

Kamanaalal o  hei a u302 Kalaupapa Not loc.  

Pikoone (beach) 
4 

3oh N i h o a  complex 

Bishop MUSeum s i b .No*, excavated 

Kahupapa Not l oc ,  

Kalaupapa Nomin , Reserve/local 

University 

Physical History 
I 

There were no real reception f a c i I i t i e s  nor recept ion committee, l o c a l  
inhabitants ,  doctors, nurses, orde r l i e s  o r  helpers ashore o r  with the first 
load.of lepers when they.landed.on January 6, 1866, on t h e  boach of rocks a t  
t h e  mouth of Flaaikolu Valley. This was a year and t h r e o  days a f t e r  H i s  
Hawaiian Majesty Lot Kamehameha, who ruled a s  Kamehameha V, approved t h e  Act  
t o  Prevent t h e  Spread of Leprosy. The nex law gave t h e  Baard of Health the 
author i ty  t o  enforce segregation of persons a f f l i c t e d  with 
an  i so la t ion  sett lement f o r  confirmed cases, and a rece iv ing  hospi ta l  (it was 
placed a t  Kalihi-kai, then two miles west of Honolulu t a m )  where suspected . 

cases ,could be examined a n d  receive t r ea taen t .  The area  chosen f o r  t h e  
i so la t ion  sett lement was t h e  Waikolu, Kalawao and Makanalua -ahuplm a ,  an 1 
area, together with Kalaupapa ah11 ua 'a which t h e  board considered t o  !be a 
na tura l  prison; During 1865 %and 1 the  Board acquired the  houses, crops 
and f r u i t  t r ees  of t h e  Hawaiian families l i v i n g  i n  t h e  t h r e e  ahunua-la and I 
apparenfly evicted t he  res idents .  Raiqy ~aikoru,with its permanent stream, 1 
was t o  supply t he  water, and its irrigated t a ro  t e r r aces  supply the  corns f o r  
t he  making of poi, t h e  Hawaiian s t ap l e  food. The first a r r i v a l s  evidently 
used t h e  abandoned facilities they found. ".;* g(. it, was expectcd t h a t  t h e  
lepers, maw of whom wore able t o  work, would conl,inuc tho cul .Livntion and 
thus supply a la rge  p a r t  of t h e  food requirements of the settlement; ca t t l e ,  





Form IO-300a UNIT' ATES DEPARTMENT O F  T i i E  INTERIOR 
(July j969)  NATIONAL PARK SE2VICE 

NATIONAL XEGISTEZ0:=)11573RiCPLACES 
. Kalawao - f i u i  

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
E N T R Y  NUMBER 

(Continuation Sheet) . 
I .. I 

(Number all entr lea)  I t e m  7 page 10. % . 8 

a 

Frequent shortages of -5po i  f o r  which t h e r e  was 
were a grievance t o  t h e  a f f l i c t e d  Hawaiians. " 

no' sa t i s fac to ry  s u b s t i t u t e ,  
( ~ u y k e n d a l l1953: 258) 

. 

Three Periods 

The physical  h i s tory  .of the lenrosar iun  on Kalaupapa Peninsula divides  i n t o  
%re; periods. The first lnight be c a l l e d  t h e  Pioneer Kalar~ao Period and 
covers t i e  Deriod from 1866 through 1873. It runs f ron t h e  i n i t i a l  landing, 
of l epe r s  in 1866 through the great i n f l u x  of l epe r s  in t h e  y e a r  of 
-LunaliloI s  reign. During t ha t  period, by t h e  end of 1872,' the c lo se  of t h e  
reign of Kamehameha V, about 1,300 suspected l epe r s  had been examined and abou 
500 exported t o  Kalaupapa, accompanied by' about  100 kokua. The year 1873 nark 
the end of the  kokua period, a rebui ld ing  of storm damaged Kalawao and t h e  . 

beginning of more r i g i d  enforcement of t h e  kingdom's segregat ion- isola t ion l a w  
There were' about 600 lepers (and kokua) i n  res idence at Kalawao in'  May 1873.. 

The second period may be cal led t h e  Xalawao Settlement Period and covers the 
period 1873 through 1911, the  year  t h e  United States Leprosy Inves t iga t ion  
Station closed i ts imposing f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Kalawao. In- t h e  period, . the  
Xalar~aoSettlement developed i n t o  .a mature community. [photo 1 2 1  The t h i r d  
period, s t i l l  continuing, can be ' c a l l ed  t h e  Kalau a Sett lenentPeriod,.- and 
begins i n  1911. During th is  period Kalawao E+= ettlement was abandoned, most of 
its f a c i l i t i e s  and bui ldings  were' l o s t ,  and Kalaupapa Settlement dev&loped, 
by 1940, i n t o  a mture community. The move t o  Kalaupapa o f f i c i a l l y  began in 
1890, b u t  was not  complete u n t i l  1932 with the t ransfer  of the Ealdwin Home 
f o r  l e ~ r o u s  boys from Kala-ma t o  Kalauoapa. -

Before t h e  th ree  periods of the leprosarium are discussed, it should be noted 
tha t  Waikolu Valley and the peninsula were inhabi ted before. 1866 and t h a t  
there has been no archeological examination of Waikolu and theref ore  no 
iden t i f i ca t ion  of resources. If however, Waikolu Valley is a t y p i c a l  . 
F m i i a n  fCetll valley, some speculat ion as t o  what could 5e found t h e r e  is 
in order. me discussion below is based on l im i t ed  data concerning set t lentent  
pat terns in Hawaii. 

Waikolu Valley. "There is no s i n g l e  pa t t e rn  of settlement for  t h e  
H a ~ a i i a n  Islands.  2he pat terns  were complex and r e l a t ed  to d i f f e r e n t  
environmental hab i t a t s  . ,The two general  types recognized are  agglu t ina ted  and 
non-agglu-tinated. Relat ively high population dens i ty ,  grouped community, 
clustered s i t e s  and c lear  boundaries betweeil t h e  c lu s t e r  and s i t e s  puts ide  
the c l u s t e r  ar,e the  charac te r i s t i c s  of the  agglut inated o a t t e r n  * 9' . 
Non-agglutinated s i t e s  a re  the more c o n m  se t t lement  p t t e r n ,  with 

*#several  groups * * -&. . '%Get1'valleys had pemanent streams, and usual ly  
i r r iga t ion  di tches bnd gravity-fed irrigs',ed terraces and plots .  ht even 
"we-tI1 vall.eys had s ides  and areas that were l t d ~ y Uwitn  t,ert-aces to t r a p  
r a i n f a l l  and moisture and utilize water rxi-offs down slopes,  in tcmli- t tent  
stream beds o r  t a lu s  a r ea s .  LII va l l eys  t he  l im i t ed  data suggests t h a t  I 
liabitation s i t e s  were not constructed on good o r  po ten t i a i  a g r i c d t u r a l  h n d ,  1 

G P O  0 2 1 . 7 2 4  



- - - - ------.---
\ I  r I 

~ o r m10-3000 UEil A'i t S  0EPA;iThCEIYT O F  THE INTERIOR . 
(JuIy4969) N A T I O X A L  P A R K  S E R V I C E  Hawsii 

C O U N T YNATIONAL R E G I S T E R  O F  :-!ISIORIC PLACES 
t

I Kalawao - &ui  
4

I 
t1E;VENTO:ZY - MOh'.!:<AYION FORM F02 NPS USE ONLY4 

E N T R Y  NUMBER D A T E  

(Cmtirruaiioa Sheet) , 
i -.

(Numbor all ontrloo) 
Item 7 page 11. a 

* ' .  Ibut .alnays on agr icu l tu ra l ly  unsu i t ab le  land. Some h a b i t a t  on s i t e s  'were 

within f i e l d s  on knolls o r  r idges ,  and others on t h e  upper t a l u s  s lopes  of 

val ley s ides .  It (Apple and Kukuoli 1975: 59-60) -


> 

It is not  believed tha t  ~ a i k o *  Valley was permanently inhabi ted a f t e r  1866. 
Certainly t h e  t a ro  a d  other  products growing i n  1866 were harvested by the 
able  ea r ly  l eper  a r r iva l s  j o r  t h e i r  kokua, but how much add i t i ona l  p lan t ing  o r  
maintenance was performed i n  t h e  Pioneer Kalawao Period is uncertain.  
.Later, perhaps as early a s  1873, s ince t h e  avai lable  records are unclear  as t o  
the  source of t h e  f i r s t  water l i n e  t o  Kalawao, t he  permanent stream in'lJaikolu 
was tapped and its water piped first t o  Kalawao Sett lement and l a t e r  t o  
Kalaupapa Settlement. The stream is the  resent source of Kalaupapa s water. 
~ ~ a i k o l uValley Is waterfa l ls  i n  its h e a d l a d  are a l s o  t h e  modern source of 
i r r i g a t i o n .  water f o r  topside Molokails leeward p la ins .  A tunnel  through t h e  
upper c l i f f  w a l l  begins t h e  modern i r r i g a t i o n  system. 

II Pioneer Kalawao Period (1866-1873) I 
By the  end 'of 1872, about l epe r s  and 100 kokua had landed a t  Kalawao. 
Houses vacated in 1865 by t h e  evi.cted res ident  famil ies  were obviowly 
inadequate i n  number, and perhaps i n  location. The lepers ,  landed i n  groups 
i n t e m i t t a n t l y, needed' s h e l t e r  from . t h e  wind, night cold, sad r a in .  Some cave: 
(lava tubes)  were available and loose  bodders on t h e  ground could be p i led  . 

and roofed with thatch, canvas o r  boards. Some shacks were b u i l t ;  source of 
lumber unknown. Rock s h e l t e r  w a l l s ,  believed t o  da t e  from t h i s  p e r i o d  a n d  use 

w e r e  seen i n  1375. One such enclosure is t h e  fea ture  of Pnoto 11. One sheltel  
cave has been excavated by t h e  Bishop Musewnfs Department of Anthropology. ., 

0t he r  she l t e r s ,  f omdations of e a r l y  cottages,  and s t ruc tu re s ,  o r  ru ins  of 
same, probably ex i s t  and could be discovered and i d e n t i f i e d  through 
ar&:heological survey. A f i c t i o n a l ,  5ut probably f a i r l y  accurate ,  account of 
leper  l i f e  a t  Kalawao during this  period is a- sub-theme i n  t h e  novel Hawaii 
(.Random .House, New York, 1959, and 'various edit ions)  by James A .  Xichener. 
This sub-theme was a lso i n  t h e  movie "HawaiiIf, taken from t h e  novel. 

By 1873, the  ineager descript ions of Kalawao Settlement indiw.,?te it was an 
i r r egu la r ly  scat tered c m u n i - t y  of grass  houses and cottages of rough lumber, 
a l l  i n  poor condition. There was a make-shift hosp i t a l ,  and a sniall dispensary. 
Tnere was a l s o  a peimanent cononunity of non-lepers a t  Kalnupa?a. It has been 
esti~natcdt h a t  there were 600 people l i v i n g  a t  Kalawao i n  May 1873. With a t  
l e a s t  f i v e  persons t o  each .cottage or  shelter, there )nay have been $bout 100 
buildings a t  Kal-awao a t  the end of t h e  period. The following buildings, s t i l l  
standing i n  1975, the only ones known t o  have survived intact a n  o f f i c i a l  S ta te  
policy ox demolition, date from t h e  Pioneer Kalamo Period. 

p ro tes tan t  Church Building a t  Kalaupana . In  Hawaii Is early missionary period 
a s tone church was bui l t  a t  Kalaupapa . It was completed i n  1839, a.nd replaced.. 

'' 

in b.1 a l a r  e r  stone bui ldin& about 70 by 78 f e e t .  1his chui-ch was called 
Kalarqina ' (Ca lv inf . Tnis s t r u c t u r e  f e l l  and was r e b u i l t  i n  1053. Part of it 

I 
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was - blown down in an  1882 storm. The standing por t ion was then used 'as a 
..j a i l  and then a storehouse,  its 1975 use. [Photo 131 

S i l o a m  Prqtest a n t  Church Jh i l d ihg  a t  Kalawao. The P r o t e s t a n t  pa t i en t s  '. 


saved $125.50 f o r  a 

church building. Addi t ional  funds were donated in Honolulu a n d ' l m b e r  shipped 


. ' 
't o  Kalawao. The building'  was completed, and dedicated ' ~ c t o b e r  28, 1871. 


Rebuilding occurred in 1880, and t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was  "refurbishedf1 ca. 1966 

. for  t he  centennial  of t h e  congregation's organizat ion.  C ~ h o t oa], A 1974 

. .  
, 


a r c h i t e c tu r a l  desc r ip t ion  fol lows . 
 ,I 

ltSiloama Church is double-wall wood-framed (20 by LO feet) s t r u c t u r e  with '.a . 
law-pitched gable roof surmounted by a t a l l  octagonal belfry and s p i r e .  

-The wood f l oo r  is -raised several feet  on boulder pads, walls are covered 

with drop siding .and the s-hingle roof has box eaves and returned ends. 

The entrance cons is t s  of a pair of four-panel molded doors with a wood frame 
' 
and a molded pediment. P resen t ly  t he r e  is a gabled porch wi th  a bargeboard 

wi th  s l i gh t l y  curved ends.. The i n t e r i o r  is a s ingle 'open space with r a i s e d  

chancel on the  9.E. end. The walls a r e  v e r t i c a l  f l a t  planks with a s imple .
' 

cornice and decorated, f r i e z e  ,consist i n g  of diamond-shaped wood blocks with . . .  

na tu ra l  f inish set against the white painted walls of the church. The' 11 
. . 

f o o t  L inch c e i l i n g  is' f i n i s h e d  with f l a t  panel  boards divided i n t o  
rectangular  sec t ions  .. A c i r c u l a r  molding is s e t  a t  t h e  Lop of t he  
'chandelier . ou t l e t .  The f l o o r  is wood planks s e t  on j o i s t s .  Pews are arranged 
i n  a s i n g l e  center  row and. lengthwise  along t h e  side walls. T h e  windows . 
( t h r ee  on each .:kid&) are t y p i c a l  double-hung twelve- l ight  wood sashes .with 

.plain wood frames on t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  and smll pediments on t,he exterior. It - . . 

S t .  Philomena ' s  Catholic  Church B i i l d i ~ ga t  Kalawao. kilt bjr Sacred Heart Is 
Brother Victorin Bertrant ,  it was blessed Xay 30, 1972. This w a s  the o r i g i n a l  
wooden church, now a chapel in t h e .north transept. This o r i g i n a l  s t r uc tu r e  was1 -- lengthened -- ca, 1876 by Fr. Damien. In  1888 a stornl blew down I

a 

its steeple, which was  reconst ructed as part of t h e  major stone enlargement 

t h a t  year by Fr. Damien. The enlargement was completed after Damienfs death 

in 1889 by flBrotherll Joseph - l t t o n .  Ihinieh pa in ted  the  e x t e r i o r  in a va r i e t y  

of b r igh t  colors t o  p lease  and a t t rac t  t he  Hawaiians. Holes he cut  in the 

f loor ' .  ( f o r  s p i t t i n g  by p a t i e n t s ) ,  and t h e  i n t e r i o r  p a i n t  schenle which 

featured b r m  pa in t  up t o  t h e  waist height  s o  t h a t  blood s ta i r l s  wouid not  

show, have been preserved. [photo 153 A 1971: a r ch i - t e c tu r a l  descr iy t ion  


I "St.  ~hilorrena'Catholic Church and its cemetery occupy an open s i t e  (about one I
' 

acre) s loping  down gent32 t o  t h e  north from t h e  small earth road in f r o n t .  

It is approached through a p a i r  of wooden gates se t  in masonry p i e r s  and 


I surround.ed by rough fieldstone walls. 

I 

!'The o r i g i n a l  church is a wood s t ruc ture  which present1.y is a chapel in the 


1 nor th  t ransept .  The l a t e r  addition 5s a stone structure wi-(.h a central  

tower, forming t h e  present  nave and west po r t a l .  Tie origi.n:tl. church is a 

s m a l l  gabled wood frame w i t h  an  entrance porch on t h e  w e s t  end. 1% presently 


-I 
d 
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h a s  i n t e r i o r  coluinns, a bar re l  vau l t ed  c e i l i n g  and! typ ica l  double-hung 

twelve-light sashes . Small pediments a r t i c u l a t e  the  windows ( t h r e e  on 

each s ide)  on t h e  ex ter ior ,  and a r o s e t t e  window i s ' s e t  over t h e  entrance 

on the gable end. 
 b. 

"The grand addi t ion is  b u i l t  of 30 inch  s tone wal ls  plas tered on both sides 
with a wood gable roof continuing from t h e  o r i g i n a l  wood building, which now 
houses the curved sanctuary and ves t ry  behind. The west f r o n t  entrance end 
is .formed with  l a rge  reverse  curved corners leading up t o  t h e  square c e n t r a l  
campanile above. The centra l  entrance is a deep masonry opening wi th  a poin ted  
arch and a p a i r  of heavy molded wood 'doors. Windows (fow t o  each -s ide)  are 
tall arches with  triple-hung eighteen- l ight  sashes and pointed l u n e t t e s  
above the 51ue, green and pink sec t ioned  g lass  fanl ights .  

"The i n t e r i o r  is a l a rge  open nave se t  on a wood framed f loo r ,  wi th  a c e n t r a l  
pointed v a u l t  and f l a t  ceilings over t h e  s i d e  aisles.with s lender  f l u t e d  
Corinthian wood columns. Terminating beyond t h e  cent ra l  cross ing is-a n  
elaborate half-round sanctuary b u i l t  up of .woodpanels and frames. The c ross in ;  
is ra ised one s t e p  and the.  a l t a r  beyond is th ree  s teps  higher,  with'an elaboratr  
a l t a r  p iece-and jigsaw rai l .  Behind is tk ves t ry  a d  below is a stone-walledI ce l la r  approached by outside s t a i r s .  The e n t i r e  i n t e r i o r  is decorated wi th  
f lu ted  columns, carved capitals  ;molcled cornices and painted decoration. 
The barrel-vaulted ce i l i ng  is a r t i c u l a t e d  by bands of red, blue and yellow 
arches t h a t  i n t e r s e c t  a t  evenly spaced medallions s e t  along the r i dge  of 
t h e  cei l ing.  Wall sur face  is painted whi te  wi th  red l i n e s  t o  de l i nea t e  a 

1 cut stone sur3ace. Keystones and voussoirs  are paiated over window a r e a s  .to .1 .  imitate t h e  stone work h i d b b g  t h e  p l a s t e r  f i&h. 

I ItExterior f i n i s h  v$ries from bevel siding on t h e  o lder  sec t ion  to boards and 
.I battens near . t he  a l t a r  end t o  s tone  wi th  p l a s t e r  on the  l a rge r  f r o n t  addi t ion.  

"The rectangular  tower s e t  over t h e  entrance r i s e s  from t h e  ground w i t h '  

lancer vents'. A parapet on .the t op  has  four  pinnacles a t  each corner wi th  

metal crosses ." 


# 

IKalawao Sett lemest  Peeiod (1873-1911) 

The i r regu la r ly  scat tered,  100 or s o  cot tages  and huts,  t h e  hosp i t a l  and 

dispensarybuildings s tanding  i n  May 1873 were leveled t o  a great, degree by 

a storm l a t e r  i n  1873 o r  <wing  t h e  f i r s t  half of 187h. Some bui ldings  may 

have survived. Fr.  Jhmienvhad a r r i ved  i n  Yfiy 1873 and t h i s  l e v e l l i h g  gave 

him tho opportunj.ty t o  promote s Set'Ll-encnt.
major rebui lding of Kal.a~u'~~o 

The Catholic Bishop i n  IJonolulu raised f ~ l n d s ,for t h i s  pul-po:ie, nntl the b a r d  

of Health reacted t o  public cr i t i c i sm and pressure by shippi.ng luilber. 

New cottages and a hospi ta l  resu l ted .  b w n  buildings supplied some of the  

building mateciais. The new buildings were reported t o  be s-tronger and i n  

"neat rows. T h e i r  buil-ding by p a t i e n t s  under Damien 1s dj.rcction  promoted 

comrn~ini.tyrnolale and provi-ded some pride. Sorne of t h c  cot ts~:as evj.dcnt1-y 

had whitewashed exter iors  a t  times. &mien is said by one of h i s  adrnirers 
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. t o  have helped build 300 pa t i en t s  hones -- time period unspecified. 
(se'e Farrow 1954: 115-120) Many observers rema& on Damien I s  
carpentry a c t i v i t i e s .  H e  is known t o  have b u i l t  Our Lady of Sorrows and 
St .  Joseph I s  churches on tops id& Holokai and church buildings a t  Kalaupap . 
Damien himself b u i l t  .two houses,' both near S t .  Philomena I s .  The first was 
b u i l t  a f t e r  t h e  storm i n  1873 o r  1874, was a s i n g l e  s t o r y ,  one-room frame 
house, 10 by 16 f ee t .  *In 1878, &mien replaced t h i s  by building a new house 
f o r  himself; of two s t o r i e s  ,a by 2b f e e t  i n  plan. There w a s  workroom and 
bedroom on t h e  second floor, reached by an outs ide s t a i r c a s e .  The bottom . 
was used as a kitchen, dispensary and consulting room. On Damien's death 
t h i s  house was razed and t h e  lumber used. f o r  o the r  purposes -- a comentar-y . 

on the  perennial shortage of . .building materials  on t h e  peninsula.  

Construction and rebuilding w a s  apparently an on-going process a t  Kalawao 
during t he  period 1873-1911. Among other  construction p ro jec t s  was a ~ t e r  
l i n e  i n s t a l l e d  by pa t i en t s  under the  supenrision of 'Bmien. According t o  

. one s tory, .  a ,cargo af i ron  water pipes ar r ived  ca. 1873 aboard t he  ' 
schooner warwick, "John Bull, " master. Bul l  is said t o  have drawn gene r a l i ze  
plans in the  sand t o  inform Eamien concerning water system pr inc ip les .  
Source f o r  water was a c i r c u l a r  pool  75 f ee t  in diameter and 18 f e e t  deep in 
Waihanau Valley, Makanalua ahupua 'a. @arrow 1954: 1U) Pat ien t s  i n  1975 
believe the f i r s t  pipes were wooden (one has been saved and s to red  by 
Richard Marks a t  ~ a l a u ~ a p a )  t h e  stream i n  Waikolu Valley. 

' 1  
and the source was 

A c i s t e rn  of cemented rocks, s t i l l  standing but unused and over-grown, is 
a t t r i bu t ed  to &mien. There were probably s eve ra l  water systems a t  d i f r e r enb  
times, and perhaps severa l  expansions o r  relaying of any o r  a l l .  
systemdoes have its source inWaikolu Valley. Darnien i s  a l s o  s a i d  Thet o  have 
master-minded a new road- between Kalawao a n l  Kalaupapa, . blas ted  rocks for' 
t h e  Kalaupapa landing, made cof f ins  and dug graves,  p rac t i ced  an amateur .. 
brand of medicine, cleaned and bandaged sores, dispensed p i l l s  and simple 
medicines; and amputated gangrenous limbs. Gavin Raws i n  h i s  biography 
of Damien (1973: 111) is convinced t h a t  the Board of Health r e l i e d  upon 
?hm;ien f o r  such things more than on the come-and-go superintendents and ' 

in termit tant  resident physicians. Damien I s  associa te ,  ItBrothertt Duttdn 
wrote i n  1905 t h a t  brnien had been llas always ready t o  take up with great  
vigor anything tha t  presented i t s e l f  as  his a c t u a l  duty; aiid fu r the r ,  
'anything a t  a l l  that he thought would be good whether it was ac tua l ly  h is  
duty o r  not; anything t h a t  appeared ' to  him t o  be good -- good t o  do -- was 
something f o r  h i s  immediate ac t ion ,  apparently cmsj.d.erinc I t  r e a l l y  
his duty. He did not give much time t o  t he  study of expediency, 'or the 
cos t  nor the dangers. ( k t t o n ,  as quoted i n  Daws  1973: 189) 

By 1888, the  year before Damien died,  as  reported by the Eoard of Health 
t o  the l eg is la ture ,  the t o t a l  number of buildings on t h e  peni-nsula was 37h. 
This t o t a l  consisted of 350 cottages f o r  t h e  pa t i en t s  ( - ~ i o l * ewere more than 
n t l~ounnnd) ; : 2 s t o r c h o u ~ c s ,2 t a ro  r*cccivj.nghou::os, n :;t.orc, 2 tformitorioo, 

-	 1 2  hospi . t a l  bui ldings ,  n two-cell pri-son, a recciv:i.nl: Ilou;:;c a-l, i{:ll.aupap 

f o r  new pat ients ,  a physician 's  house, and dispensaries at Kalawao 


G P O  9 2 1 - 7 2 4  

I 



INVENTOR'/ - NGl?iiINATIGN FORM 
-.\ 

NATIOXAL PAi iK SERVICE 

NAT10HXL REG!SDr"E3OF ,h4,1SwiORiCPLACES 
Kalawao - Ilaui 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

Hava it 

(Number all ontrlem) 
I -. 1 

Item 7 page 15. .b 

L *..' 

.. (~oni inuat ionSheet) 

and Kalaupapa. There were a l s o  f i v e  churches -1'2 p r o t e s t a n t ,  2 C a t h o l i c . .  
and 1No&on. A thousand c a t t l e  grazed on t h e  peninsula. There u&e trees 
and .vegetable gardens a t  Thlawao. I 

The two dormitories, one for..boys and one f o r  g i r l s , ,  had been started toward 
t h e  end of the  187Q0'sby Damten f o r  t h e  c a r e  of leprous orphans ( a t  leas t  
orphans i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  pa ren t s  d i d  no t  accompany them) ex i led  t o  the 
peninsula and f o r  those'born a t  the  se t t l emen t  and wi thout  guardians af ter  
t h e i r  pa t ient -parents  died. By 1883, t h e r e  were 44 orphans in residence: 

4" Healthy chi ldren  born a t  Kalawao of - diseased  paren ts  we re sen t  to .  Kap io lan i  
Home i n  Honolulu. Net? dormitories  f o r  t h e ' . o r ~ h a n sw e r e  begun iq 1886, and 
i n  1887 two e a t i n g  h a l l s ,  .one f o r  boys and one ' f o r  g i r l s  were b u i l t .  . Each 
had a population ca. 1890 of about  150. The s e p a r a t e  orphan es tab l i shments  
evolved i n t o  two i n s t i t u t i o n s  largely  f inanced by P r o t e s t a n t  benefactors  , 

E N T R Y  NUMBER 

The Henry P. Baldwin Home fa r  boys wi th  l eprosy  took t h e  p lace  of &mien's 1 

orphanage foolboys  a t  h lawao.  It was endo~iedfrom p r o f i t s - o f  sugar  

D A T E  

;planta t ions  owned by a son of a P ro te s t an t  missionary.  It was under t h e  
administrat ion of t h e  Board of Health but  s taf fed  and managed l o c a l l y  ' by 
Brothers of t h e  Sacred Hearts order. It o ~ e n e dA i n  1895 .acrosst h e  road  from 
S t .  Philomena I s  church a t  Xalawao. It is t h e - group of bui ldings i n  the  
foreground. .of Photo 12.  The blcb7in Home occupied the same s i t e  as t h e  boys 
orphanage trhich p-ceeded it. hi is  of the Home ex is t  p h o t o  161 b u t : . t h e  . . 
*s i t e  is wergrown i n  1975. ''Brother" Joseph Dutton .was i n  charge froin 1895 
u n t i l  his dea th  in  1931. In 1932, t h e  Xalarmo Rome facility was abandoned 
and' t h e  Brothers and orphans t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  new bui3-dings a t  Kalaupapa . 
Their s i t e  .is occupied in 1975 by a rock crasher. Adjacent t o  the 
Kalaupapa s i te  are  walls and t e r r a c e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and 
landscaping a c t i v i t i e s  co-nducted by t h e  Brothers and -tlletr charges. 

: A comparable horns f o r  g'sls,  c a l l e d  t h e  .Charles  R. Bishop X-~orne, a f t e r  i A t  . . 
benefactor  (anotner  wealthy ProA a banker and widor~e-rof' the l a s t  of 
t h e  Kamehamehas, . Bernice Pauzhi was b u i l t  a t  Kala.up3pa i n  1888, 
t h e  year  before  &mien died. P a r t  of t h e  m a t e r i a l s  came from the 
discontinued Leprosy Branch Hospi ta l  a t  Xakaako, Honolulu. It too w a s  under 
t h e  administrat ion of t h e  b a r d  of Health, b u t  s t a f f e d  and nanaged l o c a l l y  
bj t h e  Franciscan S i s t e r s  of Chari ty .  The S i s t e r s  had a l s o  s t a f f e d  t h e  . 

Xakaako Hospital .  While & m i e n  was a p a t i e n t  there i n  Jul-y 1836, he had 
requested Hother Superior i h r i a n n e  Kopp t o  seild -the S i s  t.c:rs t o  1;slaup:p 
t o  care  f o r  t h e  orpkan g i r l s .  They arrived i n  1888, l e d  b-7 S i s t e r  'Narianne,' 'Axho devoted . t h e  rest of her l i f e  t o  t h e  g i r l s .  . The hor~aas an  i n s  c i t u t i o n  
is s t i l l  i n  existence,  and i n  1975 houses t h e  nu is  and lay women who work 
n i t h  the p a t i e n t s  in t i e  Kalaupapa S s t t l e r e n t .  A 1 1  o r i g i n a l  1880 bui ld ings  
are believed to be gone. There follo3rs a 1974 a r c h i t e c t u r a l  desc r ip t ion  of 
t h r e e  bnildings on the  s i t e  of  t n e  orig-inal Bishop Home. It ti not  known 
when they were b u i l t ,  but probably ca. 1930. [photos 17.,18,191 
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"Bishop House is' a one-story wooden s t r u c t u r e  with a gable roof .  P a r t i a l l y  
covered with clapboards on the  gable  en&, t h e  major w a l l  a reas  are composed 
of boards and battens.  Ibuble-hung windows open up a l l  s ides .  Over t he  
f ron t  i s  a series of dormer. windm7s with' t h r e e  sets of casement windows 
having scalloped awnings . It h o k e s  nursing Siste r s .  

l1St. Elizabeth Chapel located ad jacen t  t o  t h e  Bishop House, . is a one-story . 
20 .by 40 f e k t  woockn building with a gable roof .  A gable entrancetmy 
supported by four  square posts i s  l oca t ed  t h r e e  concrete s t eps  up from 
the grade. Carved bargeboards, ends and brackets  add a decorat ive  touch t o  
the rectangular  chapel. The bui ld ing  is covered with clapboard siding. 
The s i n g l e  entrance door has a thumb l a t c h .  

~ ~ ~ o c a t e d  Elizabeth's Chapel is a large, one-story wooden house behind S t .  
now abandoned. The s t m c t u r e  has a hip roof p a r t i a l l y  covered with  sh ingles .  ' 

Most of the  shingles  a r e  now missing. . Vent i la ted  gable ends appear on each1 	 side, and a vent is placed d i r e c t l y  over t h e  entrance. It is a r t i c u l a t e d  

by a curved bargeboard. A frontverandah runs t h e  en t i r e  length  of t h e  

building and is supported-by slender double oos t s  and e labora te ly  carved 

brackets. Double entrance doors have a ho r i zbn ta l  f a n l i g h t  above and are 

flanked by. twelve-light double-hung windows. One of t h e  fex s t r u c t u r e s  i n  

the comnlex with elaborate decora+ive d e t a i l s .  Its high hip roof is well 

proportioned and adds 'a  dist inguished feature. t o  t h e  a r c h i t k ~ t u r a l l ~  

in te res t ing  s t ruc tu re  ." 

St .  Francis Church a t  Kalaupapa. &mien b u i l t  a small wooden church i n  t h e  
then ex i s t ing  non-leproxs Kalaupapa ahupilala ca. 1874, and helped i n  i ts  
rebuildjng i n  1881. This r e b u i l t  church burned down i n  1906, and t h e  present  
St .  Francis church was completed by 1908. [photo 201 A a974 a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

: 'description follows. 

"St. Francis Catholic Church is a large church of reinforced concrete  i n  t h e  
I t a l i a n  Gothic s t y l e .  It consis ts  of a g r e a t  nave (about 110 by 80 f e e t )  
with a ' f u l l  west end porch three  bays wtde, . a la rge  sacristy.and a high 
square campanile on the S.B. corner. Tne roof is a low-pitched gable on 
timber t russes .  The side walls are re in forced  with four l a r g e  concrete 
bu t t resses  with f i v e  pointed arched windows between. The sashes are 16- l ight  
double-hung wood wi th '  a decorated Gothic l u n e t t e  above. Two small molded . . 

I1quatra f o i l n  l i g h t s  pierce the  upper w a l l  of =ch windox bay, adding both ' 

l i g h t  and docoration t o  thc upper spaces. 

'Wall f i n i s h  is light cenenent on both i n t e r i o r  and exterior. The i n t e r i o r  i s  
a single great, nave with full s a c r i s t y  a t  t he  east  end acd large  choir  l o f t  
over the west entrance. The space is divided by two TOWS of 1-area round 
simnlif ied Cor-inthian 'colmnils, b e a ~ i n f :a high Gothic v a u l t  f ul3. length  
over t h e  center, and a row of seconclary vau l t s  over t h e  a i s les  on each side. 
The v a u l t  consl;ruction is  mde o u t  of p l a s t e r ,  shaped and hung from t h e  
roof trusses above. The vaults con-tlnue over the  ra ised chancel. Behind is 
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t h e  v e s t r y  i n  a lower shed roof area ad jo in ing  t h e  tower. The pews 'are 
arranged i n  four  sect ions  wi th  th ree  aisles between. On t h e  ent rance  end 
under the l o f t  is a recept ion area ,  a s t e e o  cho i r  s t a i r c a s e  on one s ide ,  
c d e s s i o n a l s  and water f o n t s .  One air of nine f o o t  wide double doors  and 
two s i n g l e  doors give entrance f$om t h e  w e s t  porch. . 

ENTRY NUMBER 

United S t a t e s  Leprosy Inves t iga t ion  S t a t i o n  a t  Kalawao. IfBrotherf t  a t t o n  
wrote o f  it: ' "The U.S. Leprosarium is t h e  g r e a t e s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  on t h e  i s l a n d s ,  

--

D A T E  

-
o r  i n  the world, probably, of i ts so-rt .  The appropr ia t ion  by Congress was 
generous, the  buildings are extensive,  t h e  o u t f i t  very elaborate ,  of best 
u a l i t y  and of la tes t  invention; everything presen t  day sc ience  can provide.  

TBushnell 1968: 87) The c o s t  of t h e  s t a t i o n  uas $300,000 after  t h e  
T e r r i t o r y  of Hawaii deeded a square mi le  of land i n  1905 t o  &e United S t a t e s  
f o r  t h e  f a c i l i t y .  There were 114 ac res  of grassy s l o p e  f o r  t h e  complex; 
9 a c r e s  f o r  a landing; @5 acres f o r  a spr ing;  and about  502 acres of  p a s t u r e  
f o r  l i v e s t o c k  grazing. Homes and gardens of p a t i e n t s  on t h e  deeded areas 
were confiscated,  and some of t h e  homes burned. When b u i l t  and staffed i n  
1909 t h e r e  were th ree  fenced compounds: residences;  executive;  hosp i t a l ;  
There was a i s o  housing f o r .  t h e  32 Chinese workmen who b u i l t  it. The a r c h i t e c t  
l i v e d  i n  Lqashington, D. C. There were storehouses,  ice houses, l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  
animal p e n s  and' barns. There: was- an ice machine, and t h e  first electricity 
on the  . i s land  of b l o k a i  was. produced by the station1s generator .  But '  then 
h t t o n  was an American; no t  a Hawaiian. 

The s t a t i o n V , sItno t r e s p a ~ s i n g ' ~s igns  were re inforced  by double fences t e n  -
feet a p a r t  and locked gates .  Under t h e  agreement between the  T e r r i t o r i a l  
and Fede ra l  governments t h e  ~ t i e n t swere t o  be vo lun teers .  There were a 
t o t a l  o f  nine pa t i en t s  ou t  of 900 p a t i e n t s  i n  res idence  brave enough t o  
leave  the i r .f r iends  i n  Xalawao Set t lement  t o  seek treatmen*. One by one . 
t h e i r  gregarious Hawaiian natures  r e b e l l e d  a t  the i s o l a t i o n ,  and they 
withdrew from t h e  program. They were lonely and bored confined wi th in  . 

t h e  s t a t i o n .  No v i s i t o r s  'were allowed. . Each of t h e  n ine  patients c o s t .t h e  
United S t a t e s  about $33,333. The USLIS was a " c i t a d e l  no t .  of mercy, b u t  
of sc i ence  a t  its cold worst * 3-+." (Bushnell 1968: 86) The USLIS did 
n o t  have a cure f o r  leprosy anyway. l 

The s t a t i o n  closed pemnen-tly i n  1911 and its s t a f f  moved t o  t h e  Kalihi 
Branch Hospi ta l  i n  Honolulu. Tine idle bui ld ings  sa t  loclted until t h e  United 
S t a t e s  r e t u r n e d  the  k q d  t o  t h e  ~ e r r i t o r yi n  1922, when they were t o r n  down f o r  
b u i l d i n g  mater ia l  f o r  use i n  t h e  Kalaupapa Se t t l enen t .  A fen of the  concrete 
p i l l a r s  which' supported one of t h e  bui ld ings  s t i l l  s tands .  p h o t o  2 1 1  
The s t a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  i n  a l l  its gloyy, can be seen i n  the  background of Photo 12 .  
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J MOI-okai Lighthouse i n  Naakamlua Ahupua a .  B u i l t  i n  1909, t h e  navigat ional  a i d  
s a r e i n f ~ r c e dconcrete 'tower 138 f e e t  t a l l  topped wi th  a l a n t e r n  which places 
he f o c a l  plane a t  2U f e e t  above sea l e v e l .  Fffecti-ve candle power of t h e  

I 

1-igl-t exceeds1,000,000. The octagona 1 tower is divided i n t o  two unequal 
vertical sect ions .  Approximtely f ive  fee t  above t h e  arched entrance door is 
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a bank of concrete which marks t h e  first division* The r e m t n d e r  of. %he s h a f t  
comprises t he  second sec t ion .  The second section '3s pierced  by six.openings 
t h a t  admit l i g h t  to t h e  s ta - i rcase  of 189 steps.  .mis l ighthouse is one of the 
few o r ig ina l  s t ruc tu res  st i l l  i n  use i n  Hawaii. The Federal r e a l  e s t a t e  on 
which it sits consists  of 22.88 acres .  The Coast Guard has  re ta ined  a m a l l  
acreage around the l ighthouse"i tself  a rd released t h e  remainder, including 
quar ters ,  t o  the  General-Services Administration. Recently t he  GSA has l eased  
t he  quarters  t o  pa t i en t  Richard Marks, who intends t o  rent than t o  individuals  

. .and small groups visiting t he  peninsula. The Coast Guard's l b t h  d i s t r i c t  b 

headquarters i n  Honolulu, Aids t o  Navigation Branch, maintains t h e  l i g h t  and 
keeps a de ta i l ed  . h i s t o r i c a l  f i l e  on t h e  lighthouse. t ~ h o t o381  ; . -

&mien Monument a t  Kalaupapa: ' Shock i n  England over  h i s  death and a des i re  t o  
pay t r i b u t e  to,  &mien, resulted i n  a fund t o  help  leprosy victim i n  the Wir 
and t o  provide a s u i t a b l e  monument f rom the  Ekitish mire t o  the p r i e s t  who 
had died of leprosy. A cross  of red granite rias secured t h a t  contained .a . . 

sculptured p o r t r a i t  head of Bmien i n  white .marble. The design was by a r t i s t  
W a Y d  Clifford, who had v i s i t e d  Damien a t  Kalar~aoi n  1888, had made p o r t r a i t s  
of him, painted landscapes of t he  set t lement and had w r i t t e n  a book about &mi n. 
The monument was shipped f r e igh t - f r ee  t o  Honolulu, and a r r i v e d  i n  1891. H i s

K -Hawaiian Majesty Kalakaua personally went t o  alaupapa and se lec ted  a site.  1 

t . 4 
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But the i n s t a l l a t i on  bogged down i n  nXa~ai ianp o l i t i c s  and awaited the  o v e r t h o  
o.f Her Hawaiian Majesty Li l iuokalani  i n  1893 t o  be ' s e t t l e d .  The Bishop and 
clergy of t h e  Cathedral j oined representat ives  of t h e  Provis ional  Government 

t 
ENTRV NUMBER 

i n  ~ep tember.l893 t o  dedicate t h e  monument. It s t i l l  stands.  

D A T E  

Ruins of t h e  Kalariao Settlement.Period. Those seen i n  a two day visit include 
(1)  t h e  Kalawao graveyard. site,  w i t h  a f e w  headstones still extant, and t h e  
s i t e  of the  first b u r i a l  of Damien ( t h e  State recent ly  b u i l t  a c o r r a l  on.t h e. . 
s a v e y a r d  and rerouted a road across  i t )  ; (2) t he  s tanding  chimiley of the  
Kalawao slaughter .house; ' ( 3 )  the  standing chimney of t h e  Knla~raobakery, 

operated by a Chinaman; (4) t h e  s t eps  of the ibrmon beach house 
( the  house was moved i n t o  Kalaupapa ~ e t t l a n e n t ) ;and ( 5 )  orange * 

and other exotic t r e e s  growing i n  t h e  area,  recent ly  covered by brush and t r e e  
: Heavy overgr,owth probably obscures many ryins,  walls and foundations, includin 
t h e  ruins of Ka--Ps Pupiile ( t h e  crazy pen), j u s t  outs ide  Kahwao 
Settlement proper. Ka--PZPupule was a dance h a l l  and drinking establishment 
run  by pa t ien ts  f o r  pa t ien ts .  It w a s  long l ived  and upset the  e s t a b l i s h e n t ,  
both church and state. .  Secret stills on t h e  fo res ted  lower slopes of the 
cliffs supplied it. I I 

Kalaupapa Settlement Period (1911-- -) 

The move from Kalawao t o  Kalaupapa off  i c L l l y  began i n  1890, when the  Board 
of Health reported t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  '!It is thought best t h a t  t h e  people-
be grarhnl ly  concontrated at, Kalaup%pi?, where the re  is p l e n t y  of room. 
. S t r ee t s  should be l a i d  out i n  regular  order accordtng t o  somu def Inite plan, 

G P O  B2t.724 
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a n d  a l l  new bui ld ings  e rec ted  thereon. Kalawao; .as t h e  buildings decay, 
should be abandoned as a place of residence, bo th  on account of its 
inconvenient d i s t a n c e  f rorn t h e  landing and its c l i m a t i c  i n f e r i o r i t y  
t o  Xalaupapa. " (as quoted by Days 1973:' 233) The Board of Health -bought 
out the remaining p r i v a t e  landowbers; a new set  of water pipes was 
i n s t a l l e d  and a new cemetary s t a r t e d .  The resul ts  of t h i s  town planning are 
seen on t he  a t t a c h e d  USGS map and i n  photos. 

Among buildings still s tanding  in Kalaupqpa Set t lement ,  completed i n  an * ,  

e a r l i e r  period and mentioned above are the  P r o t e s t a n t  church bu i ld ing  (1853) 
now i n  use as a warehouse; Bisho Home (19301); S t .  Elizabeth's: chapel (19301) 

, abandoned house beyond chapel. ( ?I;; S t .  F r a n c i s  Church (1908) ; and the  m i e n  
Monument (1893). The res t  of t h e  s tanding bu i ld ings  were buil t ,  of course ,  
in t h e  period, except  f o r  a p a t i e n t ' s  c o t t a g e  or two which may d a t e  from 
ea r ly  i n  the century. [Photos, 24,251 

. :  

Except f o r  a h a n d f u l l  of p r i v a t e  homes b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a s t  decade o r  s o  by 
pat ients ,  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  da te s  of const ruct ion appear t o  be w e l l  before-
World War '11. In p a r t s  of t h e  town t h e r e  is a mild  f e e l i n g  of r u r a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  atmosphere. This is i n  t h e  architecture ard o r i e n t a t i o n  of 
t h e  buildings t o  each o ther .  Overall t h e  f e e l i n g  is of informality and 
l e i s u r e  -- an e s t a b l i s h e d  community away from t h e  mainstream of progress .  
This  is no military base of spit, po l i sh  and trimmed l a m a  and hedges. 
Nor is it a h i c a l  Hatmiian p lan ta t ion  town of t h e  1930rs. A f e w  of t h e  -homes of t he  p a t i e n t s  do have a p lan ta t ion  worker Is a rch i t ec tu re ,  however. 
C ~ h o t o267 There is no o the r  t o m  known l i k e  it i n  b t ~ a i i ,o r  perhaps anywher, 
It , is unique,. and t h e  ad jec t ives  P a c i f i c  Island c o l o n i a l ,  Hawaiian and 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l  could a l l  be used t o  descr ibe  Kalaupapa Settlement, and yet none 
fit completely. A f e e l i n g  of E a ~ ~ a l i a n n e s spredominates. . lihe town is 

.unhurried and uncrowded. 
1 . 

Of t h e  approximately 140 buildings,  with perhaps ' 10 percent  ~ c a n c y, t h e  
following are chosen as i l l u s t r a t i v e  of Kalaupapa Settleiflent period bu i ld ings  . 
,' 

Kanaana Hou Church. ex Canaan cha-ch). A branch of Siloamals church was 
b u i l t  in Kalaupapa i n  1878 and enlarged i n  1890. In  188b the congregations 
of Kalawao and Kalau~apauni ted  as Kanaana Hou. The presen t  church b u i l d i n g  
was b u i l t  i n  1915. t ~ h o $ o2 7 1  

Bay View Home. For p a t i e n t s  who need domici lary care. t ~ h o t o2 8 1  A 197b 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  des  cribtion follows . 
!!The complex c o n s i s t s  of s e v e r a l  one-story wooden struc-Lures, a l l  with f r o n t  
verandahs. Most bui ldings are ra i sed  two feet above t h e  grade on concrete  pos. 
The group of bu i ld ings  i r e  a l l  or iented t o  each o t h e r  and are located i n  a 
grassy area near tine ocean. The buildings have h ip  r o o f s  with v e n t i l a t e d  
gable ends. Roofs are covered with asphal t  shingles. Porch areas are  

~ ~ --~ 
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIN BELOW 
X 

,PREHISTORIC - ~RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC' ?!-COMMUNITY PLANNING ,LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ,RELIGION ' 

-1 400- 1499 ,SCIENCE . 
-1 500- 1599 AGRICULTURE ,ECONOMICS ,LITERABU R E ,SCULPTURE 

X 
-1 600- 1 699 2 O C l A V H U M A N l T A R I A N  

-1 700- 1 799 T H E A T E R  

51800- 1899 C O M M E R C E  ,EXPLORATlON/SETTLEMENT P H I L O S O P H Y  TRANGPORTATION . 
1900- ,COMMUNICATIONS J N D U S T R Y  ,POLITICWGOVERNMENT O T H E R  (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1866 -- BU'LDEWARCH'TECT Board of Health, H a w a i i' 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE + I  

Theme: IXb ( soc ie ty  and Socia l  Conscience) Soc ia l  and Humanitarian Movements. 

% * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * - % * * * * * * * * * * # * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * + ?  

Note: Item 7 (Dnta ins  information pe r t inen t  t o  t h e  s ignif icance.  

To.t r y  t o  stem an. epidemic of leprosy which was a mjo r  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  depopulation 
oC native IIawaiians, t h e  Kingdom of Hawaii i n s t i t u t e d  i n  1866 a century-long program 
of segregation and i so la t ion  of lepers.  Lepers were banished t o  the i so l a t ed  peninsula 
of Kalaupapa, a na tu ra l  prison, on t h e  i s l and  of Molokai. L i f e  was s h o r t  and death 
ever present f o r  the  lepers  -- who a r r ived  and died a t  'rates of up t o  a thousand 
a year -- a t  t h e  peninsula set t lements of Kalawao i n  t he  19 th  century and KaLaupapa 
i n  t h e  20th. 

During t h e  7s year epidemic, leprosy considerations permeated the islands l ega l  

code, the Hawaiian government spent up t o  f ive percent of i ts  t o t a l  budget for the  * 


care of lepers,  and f o r  a t i m e  two percent of t h e  Hawaiians were a f f l i c t e d  with leprosy. 

-

Br. Damien, a Catholic priest from Belgium suf fe red  from t h e  d i s ea se  i n  t h e  f i n a l  
T o u r  of h i s  16 years  voiuntary serv ice  t o t he  l epe rs  on the  penfii~suki. Sustained 
news coverage of &mienis presence among t h e  Hawi ian  l epers  brought Kalawao 
bet ter  f a c i l i t i e s .  These and his l o c a l  ref o m s  and community a c t i v i t i e s  created 
hope f o r  the l e ~ e r sa t  Kalawao t h a t  l i f e  while it las ted  i n  exile would be as good 
as  possible. 0; Damienls death i n  1893 he became famous as t h e  itMartyr of Molokai,"' 

generating world-wide moveinents of concern f o r  lepers and the  search f o r  a cure. 

Dasien's S t .  Philomena s church, t he  Pro tes tan t  Siloama church, a n d  rock she l t e r s  
of early leper a r r i v a l s  still stand i n  t he  now abandoned community of Kalnwao. 
.Xcllm.~pnpasL-l;tlemcnt, with insti.tutionnl-Iiat1ni7'-nr1 arch-itcct,i;llre oP t iw  l.')JO1n ant1 
. : - . 13 tho home of thc l a s t  o.f the  pcninsnl .a ls  patien-l:3, t h e i r  tl-i:;uaso now 
nun-contagiouo and arrested through modern medicine. 

To t h e  I-lnwaiian lepers a t  Kalawao and later at, Kalaupapa , t he  separation .from family 
I I I'.r-:l ~ n dwas worse than  t h e  d :l.scasc. 1h.l; - t h e i r  cond:'~.t;ions-- housing, care and 
~'oo(imool;3y prov:ldad by tho FIclwniinn gove~~nmcnt,-- howcvcr l h i - t o d  and primitive, 
vc-rsr:be t to r  t h a n  those of t h e i r  co~in.l;erpnrtsi n  other  countr-ies . Hawaii I s  long-term 
r~rsof:wrnfor  loplqo:iy was both a pub1j.c hcn l th  mcnsure t o  protect islnnd people 
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from leprosy (espec ia l ly  t o  Save'the na t ive  Hawaiians from ex t inc t ion) ,  and 
a shumanitarian movement t o  care f o r ,t h e  needs i a  t h e i r  l a s t  years  of the,  
lepers  transported t o  t h e  peninsula.# I 

, O A T %  -

For more than a century, beginning i n  1866, Kalaupapa Peninsula has been 
associated with a d i sease  tha t ,  more than any other ,  embodied and symbolized 
the' disastrous consequences - - -b io logica l  and c u l t u k l  -9 of contact between .&. 

t he  Hawaiian Islands and t h e  rest  of t h e  Gorld. - . 
I 

orientat ion- t'o Leprosy and the Hawaiian ..Ekperience 
\ . . 

#.'tfLeprosy,* * #. is h i s t o r i c a l l y  probably t h e  most dread 'disease t o  
a f f l i c t  mankind. No word car r ied  f o r  so many thousands of years such stigma -. ' 
and such derogatory conno-tations as t h e  word ' leper .  ! The reason * f o r  t h i s  yas 
not  t h a t  the  d isease  was s o  f a t a l ;  f o r  it is * * 9 r a r e l y  f a t a l :  death of '  
leprosy .pa t ien ts  was general ly caused by some superimposed i n f e c t  ion from a 

-more virulent  organism. 4 

1 

lric 9 9 one of t h e  reasons f o r . t h i s  dread 3s q u i t e  the opposi te  -- the  f a c t  
t h a t  the  disease is not  f a t a l  but  . r a t h e r  condemned' t h e  vic t im t o  a long 
life of-win and progress ive disfigurement * 9 9. A quick-ki l l ing d i sease  
l i k e  smallpox, typhoid, o r  even the plague was f a r  less dread than one t h a t  
condemned its victim t o  become a member of 'the living dead. * * * 

. -
-7 

"The incubation period fo r  leprosy is very long -- ranging from severa l  
years  t o  a t  l e a s t  as a f u l l  decade 9 9. It struclc, s o  t o  speak, out of 

- 3 .t h e  blue -- unannounced aad  with no vis ible  o r  iden- t l i l ab le  cause. Most v i c t i ~  
had no knowledge o r  memory of any contact wi th  a person with the  disease,  so ,  
.ips0 facto, t he  victim w a s  e i t he r  (a)  being struclc d m  by God f o r  h i s  s i n s  
o r  (b )  having t h e  d i s ea se  erupt because through inher i tance i t . h a d  been i n  
him a l l  the  time.. I n  t h e  f i r s t  case, he  was by d e f i n i t i o n  a sinner who should 
be  -st out of socie ty ,  and i n  t h e  second case, h i s  whole family was t o  blame 
and t h a t  family l i n e  should be discontinued f o r  t h e  publ ic  good -% 9 -%. 

t ' 

IrFor.these reasons most soc i e t i e s  .have for thousands of years t r e a t ed  victt~ns 
of leprosy d i f f e r en t l y  than it has t r e a t e d  victim of ot'her d iseases .  
Tne t r ad i t i ona l  policy was segregation and i s o l a t i o n  from the rest of 
socie ty  -- with related po l i c i es  regarding marriage of leprosy viFtims t o  &op 
t h e  line. t ha t  'bred it. 3 * * I n  some s o c i e t i e s ,  t h e  more extreme policy of. 
si m ~ l y ,k i l l i ng .  the  v ic t ims  was pract iced ++ + 9.  

"There is sbme reason 'to be l i eve  t h a t  t he  Black Death t h a t  k i l l e d  probably 25 
per  cent of &rope's entire populati-on i n  t h e  14th century (and k i l l e d  a s  
much a s  75 e r  cent of t h e  population i n  some countr ies)  was f a r  more . 
ef fec t ive  -?than segregation-isolat ion7 i n  reducing t h o  5.nc:idenco of leprosy 

* because ler~rosypa t i en t s  were f a r  morg suscept ib le  t o  Lllo plague t h a n  t h e  r e s t  
of the  population. This wzs p a r t l y  because of t h e i r  u n s a n i t a v  living condi-
t-ions and greater  exposure t o  r a t s  and fleas and p a r t l y  because of t h e i r  

. already weakened phys i c a l  condition * * *. 



I 

? * L ? 

,' Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STA';E 

. (July 1969) NATiGNAL PARK SERVICE Hawaii 
:. I I 

1.KAVIO8b.L ZEGISTER OF MfST0R:C PLACES 
1. ..A-. 	 . Kalawao '- Maui . . 

dINVENTOR'r' - SOM!NABtON FORM . . .FOR NPS USE ONLY.. 

(Continuation Sheet) 	 . .- ENTRY NUMBER DATE ,.. 

(Number all enfrlom) 
I t e m  8 page 3. 

. -	 . a 

I1Currently f c a m19697 the re  a r e  about t en  mil l ion persons i n  t h e  world . .

s d f e r i n g  fFom leprosy * * *. I n  t h e  United States ,  almost a l l  cases occur .  .' 


i n  Florida, Texas, Southern Californ'ia, and ~ a w a i i-- with most of these ;  

cases be ing  among immigrants r a thk r  than native born. Florida has a .high 

incidence among Cuban refugees, Texas and California' among Mexicans, and 

H a w a i i  [now? among people who have come from Samoa and the Phi l ippines .  f f ' ,  


(Hitch ,1969 
..- .r 


1) 

Hawaii ' s  leprosy epidemic -- among Hawaiians and part-Hawa i i a n s  -- l a s t e d  f rani 
ca. 1860 through 1924. h r i n g  t h a t  period Hawaii's t o t a l  number of cases . 

..came' largely from t h a t  r a c i a l  grouping. Hawaiians a d  part-Hawaiians were 
' par t icu lar ly  suscept ible  t o  leprosy, as w i t h  maw of the diseases  int roduced . + 

.. .  .by foreigners i n  t h e  ~ e r i o d  a f t e r  .Cook discovered t h e  is lands i n .1778. 

Epidemic leprosy landed witIi the Chinese l a b o ~ e r s  imported, with 

the sanction of '  t h e  H a w a i i a n  'government, by planters. i n  the  early 1850Is 
' 

. t o  work'Hawaiits fields of sugar cane. In t h e  period 1870-1880, t h e  he igh t  

of the .  leprosy epidemic, a s incidence r a t e  was more than 1,000 cases --

per 100,000 population per  year.. In the 1880fs,' more than f i v e  percent  of . 

the kingdomt; budget ~ e n t  f o r  leprosy matters -- $100,000 each biennium f rm 

1882 through 1887. This w a s  probably a greater  proportion of t h i s  s r r s l l  

nation's income than aqy other  country a l l o t e d  f o r  the care of a s i n g l e  

It was during these  years t h a t  income from t h e  export bf sugar cans was high. 


Afte r i880, t h e  incidence -rate among Hawaiians decreased only s s lgh t ly ,  while 

Hawaii's t o t a l  rate declined markedly. This was due t o  overa l l  populat ion -

change -- t h e  s i z e  of t h e  native Bwaiian population decreased rapidly while ,: 

the  non-H~I-raiian population increased' rapidly.  After  19211, leprosy incidence 

among'Hawaiians declined a t  the sane r a t e  a s  w i t h  other island"e thn ic  groups. 

The year 1924 marks t he  end of t he  epidemic. 


Hawaii' pract iced a f a i r l y  e f fec t ive  policy of segregation and i s o l a t i o n  of 

lepeps ( some exceptions were made through p o l i t i c a l  f r iendshins  o r  b r i b e u  

and there  were many cases concealed by f arnilies) i n  the period 1866 through 

1969, but some epidemiologists now bel ieve t h a t  by the time a l e p e r  had been
-diagnosed and i so la ted  t h a t  he had already exposed othel-s, p a r t i c u l a r l y  

members and f r i ends  . 

Modem medicine recognizes four types of leprosy, a l l  =used by t h e . same 

." bacteria.- - Bac i l l u s  -'l e ~ r a e .  which is s imi lar  t o  t he  bacteria wl-rich, causes - . .  

causesv tkberculosis.  The d i f f e r en t  types depend upon d i f l e r e n t  reactions of 
the  patient .  t o  t h e  bacteria.  "The majority of cases are  I tuberculoid1 
leprosy which is non-contagious and generally t he  mi1d.es-L form o f  t h e  disease. 
At'the o t h e r  extreme is f l eprom~tous l1-cprosy which is conl.ngious and is t h e  
most severe f om.  In  between are  in tc rmedkte  leprosy which has charactor is  ics 
of both these types and ' i nde temina te1  leprosy wliich i n  time p i t h o u t  modern 

-	 medical treatment] may devalop in to  e i t h e r  the  tuberculoid o r  t h e  

. 
lepromatous type. " itch 1969) I 
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A f i f t h  type  of person is  immune -- probably through he red i ty  -- t o  
t h e  bac te r ia .  The non-leprous Hamaitan woman a t  Kalawao who had five husbands 
i n  succession,  a l l  te rminal  l e p e r s ,  .-was apparently one of t h e  immune onep. . . 
In general,  ;Hawaiian women were less s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  l e p r o s y  than  men. , 

-. 

"In communities where leprosy has been oresen t  over an  extended period of 
t ime,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l - a h l t s  and most chi ldren a r e  immune t o  t h e  disease;. a * 
r ega rd le s s  of how extensive t h e i r  exposurd.had been. " (Hitch 1969) . . . 

The grim r eape r-. of n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n  then,  may have removed over  recent  
genera t ions  most of those  Hawaiians and part-Hawaiians who were without . 

immunity t o  leprosy once exposure began i n  t h e  1850's .  The Polynesian 
.=:Hawaiiansexperienced t h e i r  exposure t o  leprosy l a t e  i n  .-the world ' s  h i s t o r y  .' , 

. . 
Leprosy became curable f o r  t h e  first t i m e  i n  19L3 with the development of the 
sulphoke drugsi Treatment 'of - I h w a ' i i  I s  l e p e r s  with sulphones a s  rou t ine  . .  . 

therapy-began i n  1946. In t he  e a r l y  1960's it was discovered t h a t  even a 
- p a t i e n t  with v i a b l e  Bac i l lus  l e p r a e  i n  his skin -- if he had been under -. 
sulphoke treatment f o r  a s h o r t  time (30 t o  90 days) -- w a s  n o t  infect ious .  
The leprous h o s t  was no longer a n  instrument  of contagion. Tliis l a t t e r  . 
discovery had d r a s t i c  implicat ions f o r  Hawaii l s  long s tanding  pol icy of 
i so la t i ' dn  of lepers .  True ,  i n  1911 and 1924, Hawaii T e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  
had relaxed t h e  leprosy laws s o  tha t  p a t i e n t s  with certain types - of 
leprosy  -- although s t i l l  classified as  l epe r s  -- could get, temporary release . 
from t h e  leprosariums on the  b a s i s  of laboratory f ind ings  . I n  1969 Hawaii's 
t rea tment  program and subsequently its l e g a l  code concernir~glepe r s  and 
l ep rosy  changed ( t o  be discussed below). I 

With t h e  l e ~ r o s yepidemic already ev ident ,  H i s  Hawaiian Ik'jesty Kamehameha V 
approved l a t e  in 1865 an a c t  which provided f o r  the segrega t ion  and i s o l a t i &  

'-of l e p e r s ,  s t a r t i n g  t h e  evolut ion of a ccmplex leprosy code which was 
" in te rspersed  throughout t h e  laws of Hawaii. * it 3: t h e r e  1ra.s s p e c i a l  ref erenc 
t o  leprosy i n  laws per ta in ing  t o  marr iage and divorce, e s t a t e  and-incane. '  
t a x a t i o n ,  claims aga ins t  e s t a t e s ,  a b s e n t e e  ba l lo t ing ,  erm,lcyyment r igh t s  and 
S t a t e  pens ions of pa t i en t s ,  f i s h i n g  r i g h t s  i n  waters off  Kalawao, separa t ion 
of i n f a n t s  from mothers, penalty f o r  cm'cealing persons w i  t#h leprosy, right's 
and. d u t i e s  of kokuas (helnors) ,  t h e  oath of loya l ty ,  t h o  practice of . I 

medicine, t h e  sentence ofaconvj-cts, and t h e  term IHansen1s Disease1 
i n s t e a d  o f  ' leprosy.  ' Clearly t h e  l e g a l ,  soctaal and medlc2l h i s t o r y  of lepros; 
i n  H a w a i i  is  an i n t eg ra l  p a r t  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a b r i c  rsicl  of tbe.. 
i s l a n d s  - - i p  f a c t  such an i n t e g r a l  part of t h a t  changing t rea tment  policy 
depended on major rev is ion  by the l e g i s l a t u r e  [c3. 19691 of t h e  e n t i r e  hea l th  
code and sec t ions  of the  l e g a l  codes a f f e c t i n g  .many o the r  a r e a s  o the r  
t h a n  hea l th .  i itch 1969) 

; 

lIn 1969, Hawaii abandoned its century -long p rac t i ce  of r .spnra.l ion- isolatj-on 
of leprosy vict,ims. The new medical program: (I) 1.epros-y na t i en t s  are 
h o s p i t a l i z e d  on an individunl1.y determined bas is,  brtsed or1 rnscli031-s ocia l  
grounds (laboratory r e s u l t s  a r e  no longer  t h e  primary c r i t e r i o n  f o r  

~. 
' I' 

- I.. 
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admission or  discharge) ; (2 )  hospi ta l iza t ion  is voluntary -- except :i n  t h e  -
ra re  cases of individuals  whose r d u s a l  t o  cooperate with medical management - . 
of h is  leprosy poses a t h r e a t  t o  publ ic  hea l th ;  ( 3 )  outpatient  programs place 
emphasis on education and motivation, t o  keep pa t i en t s  on therapy and under 
hedical supemmision (t h e  trdatment regimen is idividual ized f o r .each i e n t  ); 
( b )  contacts of diagnosed w t i e n t s  are examined on a outpatient basis, and 
( 5 )  laboratory techniques are standardizes with t h e  National Comnunicable 
Disease Center, Atlanta,  Georgia. EIawaiiVs primary hosp i ta l  f o r  leprosy . 
vf.ctim is -Hale Mohalu, i n  Honolulu, but leprosy pa t i en t s  are confined to ,. 
other-hospitals f o r  treatment of o ther  condit ions.  # 

' 1 6 

.' 
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'' Patients a t  Kalaupapa Settlement on Molokaits i s o l a t e d  peninsula remain 
by choice. Many have become in s t i t u t i ona l i zed  there -- Kalaupapa is t h e i r  -. ' 
hme and .accustomed l i f e s t y l e ;  others pre fe r  r u r a l  Falaupapa t o  Hale Mohalu 
in  t h e  urban s e t t i n g  of Honolulu on t h e  island of -0ahu; -- a l l  p t i e n t s  at 
~ a l a u ~ a b ahave t h e  promise by Board of Health O f f i c i a l s  t h a t  they may live 
out their lives on t h e  peninsula a s  wards of t h e  S t a t e  of Hawaii. Within a ,-
'generation, t h e  l a s t  of the thousands of l epe r s  transportxd s ince 1866 t o  
Kalawao and Kalaupapa w i l l  have completed t h e i r  lives there; but these  last 
do s o  Voluntarily; t h e i r  disease a r r e s t ed  and non contagious. 

. . 

. .* 1 Contrastink Views of Lenrosg in Hawaii 
. . 

~ t t e n f i o nhas been ca l l edd to  the dread of leprosy and a t t i tudes  prevalent  in 
the Western world, as e x ~ r e s s e dby Hitch, quoted above. Hitch t e l l s  of a 
prominent Honolulu bus iness executive who ref  used,  t o  marq and have ch i ld ren. .: 
because an ancestor  had been leprous; IBWS(1973: ' 232) t e l l s  of-Anna, wife' 
of Sanford -3allard Dole,- son of a Pro tes tan t  missionaly , president  of t h e  
Hawaiian gwernment a f t e r  the monarchy - f e l l  ( 1893), and first governor of 
t h e  Territory of .  Hawaii. Anna a Caucasion, "led a p r iva te  l i f e  dominated by 
such a dread of leprosy t h a t  she would not  go from room tlo room i n  hey own 
house without covering tne  doorknob with a handkerchief. l1 

I 'Christians i n  Hawaii, even Fr. Darnien, saw a l i nk  i n  t h e  1800% between I 

Most Caucasion physicians and a l l  white Pro tes tan t  clergynen who v i s i t e d  
Kalaupapa Peninsula re f  used to  touch t h e  lepers. Doctors usually l e f t  Z 

medicine on fence posts  f o r  the ~ a t i e n t s .  No Caucasion na t ive  speaker of -
English ever accompanied as a kokua a leprous white sent t o  Kalawao, bu t  t he re  

. is a record of a French kokua who accompanied a French leper. No white 
' Protestant minister  ever volunteered t o  l ive  a t  Kalawao permanently, 

jus t  visit-. White Protes tant  minis ters  i n  Hawaii were married. [Itwas 
unthinkable' t o  leave  ,the family t o  go the re  t o  l ive  and even more unthinkable 
t o  take the family along. 

syphilis and leprosy. This theory was developed a n d  promoted by D r .  ' ~ e o r ~ e  
Fitch, a government physician, who viewed 1.epros;y as the  f i n a l  or  four th  
stage of the  venereal di-sease. The w h i t e  man, acco~:dj.nl; t o  Fi-tch, had 

I 

' ,-

, ,  

.-
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acquired some immunity t o  l e ~ r o s y  f-ram centur ies '  of exposure i n  Europe. 

. %en l i cent ious  white men i n  t he  islands who had contracted s y p h i l i s  w e r e  


Ilargely  protected from the  fourth, s b g e  -- leprosy. 

ItFitch had next t o  no support f o r  h i s  ideas i n  t h e  medical prof ess'ion 

i t s e l f ,  + * + .  But among good Chr i s t i ans  F i t c h l s  ideas acquired a sort of 

moral persuas mind, Hawaiians were immoral 

becausk Cthey . Promiscuity among t h e  kanaka 

Ctenn f o r  &t-ive impossible t o  stamp out. It was a form o f .  


.contagion, epidemic i n  its incidence, awful i n  i ts consequences. So was leprosy. 
.-'The Ql r i s t i an  mind readi ly  l inked one with another, and -Chris t ians  talked in 


t h e  same breath of t he  contagion of t h e  s o u l  and .of the  body, of moral and 

physical leprosy. ( ~ w s1973: ~ 3 )White Christians saw t h e  r o o t  of 

leprosy i n  Hawaiian s&xuality.. To them, Hawaiian culture was Itendless and' 

endlessly renewed sexual i ty  * * *Ir ( I B w s  u&). +
1973: and t h e i r  organized ' 

- ~ r o t e s t a & ' .r e l i g ions  t r i e d  t o  stamp out t h e  cu l tu re  i n c h d i n g  t h e  language, 

while saving t h e  Hawaiians as a people from ext ipct ion and paganism. 

I 

fmperialism, i nc tp i en t  a s  with t h e  A m e ~ i ~ n s  Hawaii andi n  t he  Kingdom of 

mature-2s with t h e  Bri t ish  i n  India,  brought white men i n  contact  again with  

a hor r ib le  d isease  t h a t  had not been imperative t o  them s jxice t h e  Middle 

~ ~ e s , '  continent. But i n  t h e  
before leprosy had re t rea ted  from t h e i r  ~ u r o ~ e a i  

nonoWestern world, especial ly the  t r o p i c s ,  leprosy wao widespread. White men -

i n  t he  1800's faced it a g i n  only. when they expanded imperiaily. Cleansing
' 

I 
the  leprous soul of t he  heathen was one of imperialism's nianif e s t a t i o n s  * 

and dut ies .  White clergymen of a l l  f a i t h s  worked a t  it ovc3rsea.s. But white:  
men, even t h e i r  doctors,  knew no-c u r e  f o r  t h e  physical leprosy. 

C 

. 

I Hawaiians +rere we l l  aware t h a t  epidemic d iseases  had arrived i n  the islands I 

wi th  the white men. These diseas es, including cholera, s~nallpox, inf luenza,  

measles, the  venereals , and f i n a l l y  ' leprosy, had dras-tical-ly redu-cod :.. 

thel'r numbers. The 300,000 bwaiians of 17'78, when Coolc landed, were reduced 

t o  j u s t  under 57,000 by 1872, t h e  lowest  point  i n  the IIawai.ian census counts. 


Hawaiians believed t h a t  there were t ~ r ok'inds of diseases -- haole  and kanaka.-
Haole or iginal ly ,  meant foreigner o r  anything foreign, but  more and more its-

use re fe r red  t o  .white m a  and t h e i r  introductions t o  Hawaii. Kanaka meant .'
-
man, humanness, and beloved family a t tendant ;  it was tho Hawaiians term .. 
f o r  themselves. When t h e  term kanaka was used by a white rmn it w a s  us'ually 

used ]ina derogatory sense. 

I 


When i t  came t o  disease, Hawaiians believed th'at a hao1.e cculd he cured of 

a haole disease by haole medicine; a kanaka coul-d be cured or" a knnaka 

disease by kanaka medicine; but  a kanaka with a haole disease coilld not,be 

cured with haole medicine. Some Eawaiians we re s o  s-trong i n  t h e s e  beliefs 


7_ 

--- The kanaka 

medicines U S & ~on t h e  peninsula,  or used in other  Ilauj.:i.inn commu&ties i n  tho 

.j-s')-ands,'were as inerl"ectivc a g a i r ~ s t  leprosy as Were t h e  h3ol.c t teatments .  


tha t  a fen  of t h e  lepers a t  Kal-awao refused haole medicine. 

I 
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a beloved brother., father, uncle,  grandfather,  f r i e n d ,  son o r  lover  and was --
wanted a t  home, wanted as  part of h i s  extended family,  and wanted as  part of , 

his l o c a l  ~ a w a i i a ncommunity. The crying-and wai l i ng  a t  t h e  i h a r f s  as l e p e r s  
boa rdea fo r .  Kalawao was because of the enforced. s epa ra t i on  coming. T n i s  fear 
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between non-leprous Hawaiians and . leprous Hawaiians ; d i d  not  s top.  . There was 
no Harktian cu l tu ra l  conditioning aga in s t  leprosy a n d  l e p e r s  as the re 'was . ' u i th  

.Europeans..and Americans. A Hawaician leper ,  no matter how disf igured,  remained 

of sepa ra t ion  and t h e  need t o  be c lo se  t o  loved ones exnlains t h e  kokua ---
healthy Hawaiians who vol~uuntarilywent t o  Kalawao withb1 - e ~ r o u sfriends 

thel 

- 0 

o r  r e l a t i v e s ,  Official .  pol icy  nu t  a n  end t o  t h e  kokua program in 1873. 
Leprosy was hated by Hawaiians n o t  f o r  itself as an 66idemj-c o r  what it d i d  

S T A T E  

Hawa ii 
-I. 

- Kalawao - & u i  . 
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to -humans, but  f o r  t h e  s e s e g a t i o n - i s o l a t i o n  of l epe r s  enforced by t h e  white 
mans ,laws. 

7 
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. 

The introduCtion of epidemic leprosy t o  Hawaii was though-t by some Hawaiians 
- t o  be a .p l o t. by white men t o  e rad ica te  the Hawaiian people and complete t h e  
white domination-of t h e  i s lands .  It can be s a i d  t h a t  loprosy a f fec ted  *e 
Hawaiian people's views (1)  of themselves as a b i o l o g i c a l  and m l t u r a l  
entl"ty capable of survival and (2 )  of white men, especi.ally haricans, as the 
des t i ned  cont ro l le r  of overseas t e r r i t o r i e s  peopled b;y non-whites. Leprosy 
and t h e  a t t i t u d e s  assoc ia ted  with it i n  ' H a w a i i  became and remained part of 
America s s o c i e t a l  and im~er i a lh i s to ry .  -

. 
0 . 
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I Kalawao, tine Press,  afid t h e  News Peg 

. % 1 marry and  have chil&en. Physical contact  and continued c lose  a s soc ia t ion  ; 1 ' 

D A T ~ '.... 
1 

, 

.- Kalaupapa Peninsula, i tself  i so l a t ed  witinin an archipe'lapo which i t se l f  was 
i s o l a t e d  from t h e  world, becaao local3.y newsworthy in 1866 when the first 
lepers  were banished t o  i .  By the -Limo t h e  b i g  rounrlur, of lepers  began i n  
1873, Kalawao was an infamous p lace  t o  numerous Anierimnr; . Let,t.er and 
a r t i c l e s ,  many written by Protestant, clergy i n  t h e  i s l n n t l n ,  trei.e being quoted 

' f requent1;y i n  t h e  maj o r  American r e l i g ious  and secular ncriodicals . Some 
coverage probably sp i l l ed  over to E n g l a ~ d .  Leprosy and'Kalawao were common 
subjects i n  c o m n i c a t i o n s  from o r  a b o ~ tHawaii a f i e r  1866. 
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Hawaiians viewed t he  separa t ion  * (f rgrn family and f r i e n d s )  which accompanied . . 
. l i p rosy  as inhuman, 'and perhaps a r a c i a l  p l o t  a g a i n s t  t han .  Some Hawaiians . . 

s a i d  t h a t  t h e  requifed smallpox vacc'inat ions caused leprosy ; t h a t  lepers .  taken 
: to  Kalawao w e r e  in r e a l i t y  k%lled ' there  by whites; t h a t  Hawaiians c a l l e d  t o  
t h e  Honolulu r e c e i v b g  h o s p i t a l  were dosed with lepr'osy; and t h a t  t h e  bodies 
of  .dead l epe r s  were "cut  up1' during autopsy proceedings by white  physicians.  

. Hawaiians t r e a t ed  their dead with lov ing  ~ e s p e c t .  Defilement of a body by 
autopsy was a f i n a l  i n s u l t  a* could cause ' t r oub l e  i n  t h e  Hawaiian afterlife ll 

.# 
L 

But'above a l l ,  i n  s p i t e  of disfigurement and t h e  open so res ,  Hamiian '  l e p e r s  
.needed t o  touch and be touched. Hawaiian l epe r s  on the .peninsula, o r  hidden

I. 

within the bosoms of t h e i r  families elsewhere i n  . t h e i s l a n d s ,  continued to > .  
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With the 1873 roundun undert~ay,.alter Murray Gibson, l a t e r  prime minister ' 

f o r  H i s  Hawaiian Majesty Kalakaua and i n  1-873 t h e  e d i t o r  of the Honolulu 
newspaper lhhou (Apr i l  15, 1873), urged King Lunali lo t o  v i s i t  t h e  se t t l ement  
f o r  the. .moale bf i t the  saddest and most  hopeless outcasts  of the  land, and 
added, "if a *noble . Christ i .an. .priest ,  preacher o r  si s t e r  should be i n s p i r e d  . 

1 t o  go and s a c r i f i c e  a l i f e  t o  console t he se  poor wretches, t h a t '  would be a 

I.. 

. Kalawao - Maui . , . 
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royal  s o u l  t o  sh ine  forever on a throne reared by human love/  The king d i d  
not go'(he wrote a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  lepers- ihs tead) ,  but.  the  suggestion of need 
f o r  s p i r i t u a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a t  ~ a l a r ~ a otouched t h e  Catholic Bishop i n  Honolulu. 4 
Bishop Maigret, a t  a dedication of a church in Wailuku, Maui Island, . w i t h  
h i s  ,clergy present,  asked f o r  a volunteer t o  v i s i t  t h e  Catholics- on Molokai 
Island (including t h e  lepers ) .  Fr. Damien was among t h e  volunteers, and 
with the Bishop Itembarked on the  S.S. Kilauea, 'and a r r ived  a t  the  landing' of ,  
Kalaupapa on t h e  10 th  .of. my C1873] a t  11o clock i n  t h e  morning. The o 

intention was t h a t  Fa ther  &mien should s t ay  i n  the ' se t t lement  f o r  two o r t h r e r  
weeks; and then r e t u r n  t o  h i s  d i s t r i c t .  But d u r h g  the few hours of t h e  

' Bishop's s tay, .  t h e  . l epe r s  prepared and presented a p e t i t i o n  signed by 200 . 

persons, asking t h e  p r e l a t e  f o r  a res ident  pr ies , t .  Mgr. Yaigret d id  not 
make any decision. Says he i n  h i s  journa.1: 'They aslc m e  f o r  -a  p r i e s t  who . . 

can remain hab i tua l ly  with then; but where t o  f i n d  one? . However, . ~ i b s o n ,  
hearing of the inc iden t  on the  Bishop's r e t u r n  t o  Honolulu, thought t h a t  it 
was the  fu l f i l lment  of t h e  wish he'.had u t t e r e d  a few weeks before, and wrote 
iti the  Vuhout : ( lky  U , 1873) ++ + +. The venerable Bishop addressed t h e  . . 

lepers. * '+ * and introduced t b  than t h e  good f a t h e r ,  who had volunteered t o  
l i v e  with them and f o r  them. Fatner Damien formed t h i s  resolut ion a t  the 

. - &  

ENTRY NUMBER 

time, and was l e f t  ashore among the  leaers without -ahome or  a change of : . 
. ,clothing excent such as  t he  lepers o f fe r .  'We care  not what t h i s  man I s  

t h e o l o ~may be, he  is sure ly  a Christ ian Hero. (~zendoorn1927: 200) . . 

. D A Y €  . .  

.Three days l a t e r  ( ~ J U ~ I O U ,  May 16, 1873), Gibson wrote, 'We hope h i s  Majesty 
w i l l  remember t h e  good p r i e s t  who has gone voluntar i ly  t o  minister  unto H i s  
Majesty Is a f f l i c t ed '  p e o ~ l eon Molokai. If t h i s  is not  a ' f a i t h f u l  minis ter  
of the  Gospel, ' we don ' t  think he is t o  be found i n  these  islands.11 

if premature. Within t e n  days the news coverage had resu l ted  i n  t h e  taking 
up of a subscript ion -- $130, and mostly from Protes tan ts  some writers say --

.. ' f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of &mien's work. This subscript ion.  a l s o  made news. 

9 

-

I 

Then-beganthe  publ ic  controversy over &mien i n  the periodj-cais which 
continiles i n  1975, 86' years a f t e r  Damien's deqth. The controversy seems t o  
have begun with Pro-bestant clergy who felt t h e  CaLI1olj.c-knien move t o  Kalawa 
was a ref lect ion on them and on P r o t ~ s ~ n t i s mand rescn1;erl t h e  .favorable 
press coverage. Rivalry between Catholics and protest ant,^ ms by 1873 of 
long standing t r a d i t i o n  i n  Hawaii. Pro tes tan t  columnis-ts and le-ter-wri ters-
to-editors of Protestan-k, oriented publications po i n t c d  o u t  t h a t  a leprous 
Congregationalist deacon, a Hawaiian, l i ved  and conclucted r e y l a r  services  

f .- 1 

Bishop Maigret I s  hand was forced -by the  press. \hen  &mben w o t e  asking for 
a permanent assignment t o  Kalawao, Maigret l e t  t h e  news stand as o f f i c i a l ,  

G P O  9 2 1 . 7 2 4  
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t d .  t h e  lepers  a t  Kalawao; and t h a t  t h e  Mormons had a non-leprous e lde r ,  a 

Hawaiian, a kokua t o  a l e p r o y  wXe;'in residence a t  Kalawao and t h a t  he l
-. :

. 
. conducted regular  s e r v i c e s .  - A l l  true. The p r o t e s t  po in t  made was t h a t v  

( Protes tan ts  and Latter Bay S a i n t s  h a d  not  been r e a l l y  n e g l i g e n t .  . One writer I . .  
pointed out t h a t  Mormon e l d e r  J. H. Napela Is  devotion, "is c e r t a i n l y  as 

. praiseworthy as t h a t  of Father  Damien (-s i c )  :l1 ( ~ a w a i i a n  Gazette,  May 21, 1873 
- .  C 

. .- 

Daws (1973:-61-62) wri tes ,  "G ++ * t h e  ' ~ o n o l u l u  p res s  was a c t i n g  a s .  i f  &mien -
had 'done something s ingu la r  * * *. The p rov inc ia l  of t h e  Sacred' Hear ts -  

. m i s sion i n  Honolulu, wr i t ing  t o  t h e  fa ther -genera l  of 'the Congregation i n  
' P a r i s ,  had no explanat ion f o r  t h e  phenomenon; he  could do n o t  much more t han  

.descr ibe  it. The o n l y  t o ~ i c  of conversation h e  s w ,  was  t h e  devotion of -. 

Damien, t h e  r i sk  h e  ran of catching an incurab le  dis.ease. H e  was being . 

admired and e x a l t e d  f o r  his' s a c r i f i c e  i n  going among t h e  victim of l ep rosy-
without 'a place t o  live, without t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e .  And y e t ,  as t h e  
'provincial  remarlied, t he re  was nothing unusual i n  t h i s  among t h e  Sacred Hearb 
Fathers  and Brothers a t  Kalawao before  &mien. But 'all t h a t  had happened ,' . 
wgthout noise, wi thout  publ ic  .admiration. The-honor of a t t r a c t i n g  a t t e n t i o n ,  
excit ing- sympathy, s t i r r i n g  up t h e  .. press ,  was. . reserved t o  Fa the r  Damien. uf II &mien had become and  continued to - ' be  Kalawaols news peg, a peg p a r t i a l l y  

bI carved by the  press  i t se l f .  

1-' .  From 1873 on, &mien i n h i s  Kalawao s e t t i n g  among t h e  leners made-news, k e p t  ;I .  . . 

a l i v e  by D3mien1s running pub l i c  b a t t l e  with t h e  Board of Health i n  his 
e f f o r t s  t o  improve the s h e l t e r ,  ' care and food, i n  quant i ty  and qua l i ty ,  of ' ,: 

t h e  lebers. The p l i g h t  of the l e p e r  colony below t h e  imprisoning c l i f f s  
brought donations. The Bishop s e n t  donated drums, f l u t e s ,  g u i t a r s  and brass 
horns f o r  a Kalawao band, S i s t e r s  s e n t  r ibbons and colored c lo thes  f o r  
uniforms t o  be worn by t h e  competing b u r i a l  s o c i e t i e s .  Sheet music came; 
choral '  contests  became popular. . The h a r d  of Health finally se n t  rudimentary 
medical supplies .  A s t o r e  opeced and granted each leper  six d o l l a r s  a y e a r  
i n  c lo thing t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  former al lotment  i n  kind.  Food r a t i o n s  improved. 

I
.- The diocese forwarded shiploads of gifts; regula r  steamer s e r v i c e  began. 


Present  always i n  t h e  press  coverage was the  unspoken quest ion:  would h m s n  I 

catch leprosy? 


&mien was diagnosed a s  a def in i - te  leper a t  t h e  t u r n  of 3.BflL-18flS. For t h e  -
t 

"remainder of h i s  l i f e  h s  worked under t h e  same sentencc or" death  as  h i s  ' 
p a t i e n t s  and par i sh ioners .  This s i t u n t : o n l s  p r e s s  coverage was wide i n  t h e  
Western world. The news moved men Joseph k t t o n  l i l t e  Ira bmes  ItBro-t,l~cr~~ 
t o  leave a job i n  ~ m e r ' i c aand James "Elrother James" S i n n e t t  t o  leave I r e l and  
t o  ' j o in  kmien and work on t h e  peninsula.  It moved men lilte Anglican p r i e s t  
Hugh Chapman i n  London t o  s e t  un and maintain a fund f o r  Damlien's u s e  . . I 
a t  TG~lawao, C'hapm7.n was attacked i n  pi.int f o r  tryinc t o  l f c rca tc  sympathy f o r  
-an j.dolntrous p r i e s t  i n  that, aborninnb'lo region. t t  (TancIon I1:\bI.cL, NOV. 6 , 1 8 6 )  
It moved men like Edward Clifford,  London a r t i s t ,  Protes tant  l q - ~ ~ ~ e n  1 :  

http:I1:\bI.cL
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